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Message from the Program Chairs

Words are the exchange money for revealing our thoughts. While a single word may capture
a world of knowledge in a nutshell, its combination with other words may allow for even more,
support communication, memorization, and even thinking, an activity that consists largely of
perceiving links, and combining concepts for which we have created words

Words can entertain, reveal, or hide. Sharper than razor blades, they can also make us laugh
or cry. No doubt, words are important. They are everywhere and multifarious, and different
disciplines have contributed to explain how they are learned, represented, organized, or used.
While we must continue to draw on expertise from various fields (linguistics, psychology, etc.), it
is essential to facilitate the communication of the most recent developments in each of them. For
example, widely used techniques like association thesauri, complex graphs, or large language
models (LLMs) have not been created by linguists but by psychologists or specialists in AI
(mathematicians, statisticians, and computer scientists). The knowledge in each of these areas
is growing at an exceptional rate, and what used to be true yesterday may not be so anymore
today or tomorrow. This workshop aims to take stock of these developments and support
the continuing exchange between researchers across disciplines. These are but some of the
motivations for organizing this kind of workshop. For more details concerning the landscape,
the diversity of problems and solutions, see our homepage: https://sites.google.com/
view/cogalex-viii-2024/home.

This is the 8th CogALex workshop. Following the precursor ’Enhancing and Using Electronic
Dictionaries’ (2004, COLING, Geneva, Switzerland), there have been seven similar events,
though with a stronger focus on the ’Cognitive Aspects of the Lexicon’, hence the name and
acronym of this workshop, CogALex:

• CogALex-I (2008, COLING, Manchester, UK)

• CogALex-II (2010, COLING, Beijing, China)

• CogALex-III (2012, COLING, Mumbai, India)

• CogALex-IV (2014, COLING, Dublin, Ireland)

• CogALex-V (2016, COLING, Osaka, Japan)

• CogALex-VI (2020, COLING, Barcelona, Spain)

• CogALex-VII (2022, AACL-IJCNLP, Taipei, Taiwan)

As every organizer knows, no workshop can be held without the help of competent and
devoted reviewers (https://sites.google.com/view/cogalex-viii-2024/home/
programme-committee). We would like to take this opportunity to thank all of them for
their hard work. Last, but not least we would like to thank Gilles-Maurice de Schryver
who was so kind to accept our invitation as an invited speaker. Being an experienced
professional, we are particularly keen to hear his thoughts about the potential uses of LLMs
for dictionary making (https://sites.google.com/view/cogalex-viii-2024/home/
invited-speaker).

In this edition of the workshop, we have received 24 submissions and accepted 19 of them for
presentation (79% of acceptance rate).
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One last point to the authors. We have received an unusually high number of excellent papers,
which would easily fit a full day workshop. Unfortunately only half a day workshop could
be scheduled this year, which means that we could not have enough oral presentation slots
available reflecting the high quality of submissions. We have tried to balance the time for oral
and poster presentations to do justice to both. We’d like to thank all authors for submitting their
best work and look forward to meeting you in Turin.

The Organizers
Michael Zock, Emmanuele Chersoni, Yu-Yin Hsu & Simon De Deyne
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