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Preface by the Conference Organizers

We are excited to welcome you to *SEM 2023, the 12th Joint Conference on Lexical and Computational
Semantics! We are pleased to present this volume containing the accepted long and short papers. *SEM
2023 follows a hybrid format (remote and in-person) and will be held on July 13th-14th 2023, co-located
with ACL 2023 in Toronto, Ontario, Canada.

Since its first edition in 2012, *SEM has become a major venue to present recent advances in all areas
of lexical and computational semantics, including semantic representations, theoretical semantics, mul-
tilingual semantics, and others. *SEM is sponsored by SIGLEX, the ACL Special Interest Group on the
Lexicon.

*SEM 2023 accepted both papers submitted directly through the START system and those already re-
viewed through ARR (ACL Rolling Review). In total, we received 95 submissions in 9 areas:

* Commonsense reasoning and natural language understanding

* Discourse, dialogue, and generation

* Lexical semantics

* Multilinguality

* Psycholinguistics, cognitive linguistics, and semantic processing
* Resources and evaluation

* Semantic composition and sentence-level semantics

» Semantics in NLP applications

¢ Theoretical and formal semantics

We compiled an exciting and wide-ranging program, accepting a total of 45 papers — 29 long papers and
16 short papers. In addition, 8 papers accepted to ACL Findings will be presented as part of the *SEM
poster session.

The submitted papers were carefully evaluated by a program committee led by 13 area chairs, who coor-
dinated a panel of 140 reviewers. Because the number of submissions was almost double our expectation,
we recruited a number of late reviewers and emergency reviewers. The reviews were almost all of very
high quality, and for that we are extremely grateful! All but a handful of papers were reviewed by three
reviewers, who were encouraged to discuss any divergence in evaluations. Area chairs then added meta-
reviews to explain their accept/reject suggestions. The final selection was made by the program co-chairs
after a check of the reviews, meta-reviews, and discussions with the area chairs.

We are also very excited to have three excellent keynote speakers: Jessy Li (University of Texas at Au-
stin) presents recent work on how we might better model discourse in the age of large language models,
Hinrich Schiitze (University of Munich) talks about massively multilingual language models and issues
related to their semantic evaluation, and finally Danushka Bollegala (Amazon and University of Liver-
pool) discusses the topic of lexical semantics over time.

We are honored to serve as the organizing committee for *SEM 2023, and we absolutely could not ha-
ve made this happen without a huge amount of help. First, tremendous thanks to all area chairs and
reviewers for their invaluable help in selecting the program, for their engagement in thoughtful discus-
sions, and for providing valuable feedback to the authors. Second, thanks to our Publicity chair Malihe
Alikhani (University of Pittsburgh) who took care of website and social media updates. Next, thanks to
our Publication chair Luis Espinosa-Anke (Cardiff University and AMPLYFI) for being the mastermind
and driving force behind compilation of the proceedings, and finally the ACL 2023 workshop organizers
for help and support with all organizational aspects of the conference. Finally, thank you to the authors
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and presenters for making *SEM 2023 such an engaging and exciting event! We hope that you, dear
audience, will find the content of these proceedings as engaging as we do, and we hope to see you at
future iterations of *SEM!

Jose Camacho-Collados and Alexis Palmer, Program co-chairs

Mohammad Taher Pilehvar, General chair
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