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Preface

This volume contains the proceedings of the First Workshop in South East Asian Language Processing,
held in conjunction with the 13th International Joint Conference on Natural Language Processing and the
3rd Conference of the Asia-Pacific Chapter of the Association for Computational Linguistics (IJCNLP-
AACL 2023).

South East Asia (SEA) is one of the most linguistically diverse regions in the world, with over 1,200
languages spoken by 680 million people. However, the diversity of South East Asian languages has
long been at risk due to the emphasis on national languages as the lingua franca in South East Asian
countries at the end of colonization, and the increasing prominence of English due to the necessities of
globalization.

This year is the first year we are conducting this workshop with the aim of bringing together practitioners
from academia, government, and industry interested in the research and development of language
technologies for SEA languages. The workshop also aims to build an inclusive community of everyone
passionate about SEA languages, increase community awareness of works that have been developed
to date on these languages, and foster collaborations that will strengthen and spur NLP research and
development in SEA languages.

The workshop received 14 submissions of technical papers (12 long, 2 short), of which 10 were accepted
(8 long, 2 short), for an acceptance rate of 71%. We thank the Programme Committee members who
provided extremely valuable reviews in terms of technical content.

The accepted papers cover a wide range of natural language processing research, including research on
languages in the Philippines and Indonesia, as well as languages in South Asia such as Bangla, Hindi,
and Indic languages. The papers tackle a variety of tasks in NLP, including named entity recognition,
word sense and synset induction, grammatical error correction, machine translation, dialogue systems,
sentiment analysis, text generation, large language models alignment, as well as datasets, benchmarks,
and language resources construction. In the future, we hope that this workshop will continue to attract
submissions of diverse research works on SEA languages.

We look forward to an enriching discussion on research in South East Asian language processing at the
hybrid event on November 1, 2023!

November 2023

Derry Wijaya, Alham Fikri Aji, Clara Vania, Genta Indra Winata, Ayu Purwarianti
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