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Abstract

This study utilized data from the Academia
Sinica Balanced Corpus of Modern
Chinese (ASBC), TOCFL Learner Corpus,
and Mandarin textbooks as sources to
search for simple copula sentences ‘X shi
Y.” We found four patterns: [Abstract X -
Concrete Y (A-C)], [Concrete X - Concrete
Y (C-O)], [Concrete X - Abstract Y (C-A)],
and [Abstract X - Abstract Y (A-A)]. The
results showed that native speakers,
Mandarin learners and Mandarin textbooks
all tended to use the shi metaphor structure
of C-C. Though A-C and C-A structures are
used less relatively, both of them express
more metaphorical meanings. This study is
one of the few that examined marked
metaphors and found out how they are
different from conventional metaphor
mappings.
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