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Introduction

Linguistic annotation of natural language corpora is the backbone of supervised methods of statistical
natural language processing. The Linguistic Annotation Workshop (LAW) is the annual workshop of
the ACL Special Interest Group on Annotation (SIGANN), and it provides a forum for the presentation
and discussion of innovative research on all aspects of linguistic annotation, including the creation and
evaluation of annotation schemes, methods for automatic and manual annotation, use and evaluation of
annotation software and frameworks, representation of linguistic data and annotations, semi-supervised
“human in the loop” methods of annotation, crowd-sourcing approaches, and more. As in the past, this
year’s LAW provides a forum for annotation researchers to work towards standardization, best practi-
ces, and interoperability of annotation information and software. These proceedings include papers that
were presented at the 17th Linguistic Annotation Workshop (LAW-XVII), co-located with ACL 2023 in
Toronto, Canada, on July 13, 2023.

This edition of the workshop is the seventeenth meeting of the ACL Special Interest Group for Annota-
tion. The first workshop took place in 2007 at the ACL in Prague. Since then, the LAW has been held
every year, consistently drawing substantial participation (both in terms of paper/poster submissions and
participation in the actual workshop) providing evidence that the LAW’s overall focus continues to be an
important area of interest in the field, a substantial part of which relies on supervised learning from gold
standard data sets. This year, we received 51 submissions, out of which 26 papers have been accepted
to be presented at the workshop. In addition, 9 papers accepted to the Findings of ACL 2023 have been
invited to be presented at the LAW.

The papers presented at LAW-XVII cover phenomena in a diverse range of 23 languages: Ancient Greek,
English, Turkish, German, Czech, Spanish, Bengali, Italian, Hungarian, French, Chinese, Arapaho, Ara-
bic, Gujarati, Hebrew, Hausa, Hindi, Indonesian, Javanese, Kannada, Sundanese, Swahili, and Yoruba.

The special theme of LAW-XVII is Ethics and Annotation. The workshop includes a discussion session
about various aspects of ethics related to annotation work, e.g., the treatment of annotators, psychological
health of annotators, bias, ethics in crowd-sourcing annotation scenarios, or annotation of information
regarding ethics in text. LAW-XVII also features invited talks by Emily Bender (University of Washing-
ton, USA), Anne Lauscher (University of Hamburg, Germany), and Lilian Wanzare (Maseno University,
Kenya).

Our thanks go to SIGANN, our organizing committee, for their continuing organization of the LAW
workshops, and to the ACL 2023 workshop chairs, Eduardo Blanco, Yang Feng, and Annie Louis, for
their support. Most of all, we would like to thank all the authors for submitting their papers to the work-
shop and our program committee members for their dedication and their extremely thoughtful reviews.

The LAW-XVII Program Co-Chairs:
Jakob Prange and Annemarie Friedrich
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