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Foreword from the General Chair

As president of the European Association for Machine Translation (EAMT) and General Chair
of the 24th Annual Conference of the EAMT, it is with great pleasure that I write these opening
words to the Proceedings of EAMT 2023.

According to tradition, my first note of deep appreciation and gratitude goes to Heidi De-
praetare and Khalil Simaan, Executive Board Members, who have moved to new adventures in

their lives, after long, outstanding, and dedicated service to the EAMT community.

We have several milestones to celebrate this year, built upon the hard work of our Execu-
tive Committee and our community: upgraded grants for low income and war zones and for
Translation Studies, a record submission rate for research projects (9 projects), a record for
submissions for the best thesis candidates, and one of the highest number of papers ever sub-

mitted to our conference! I could not be prouder of the contagious energy from our community.

The EAMT Executive Committee (EC) has been very busy. Luc Meertens (treasurer) and
Carolina Scarton (secretary) have been tirelessly supporting all initiatives. André Martins and
Celia Rico, our co-chairs for low income areas, war zones and Translation Studies grants, se-
lected 10 grantees. Barry Haddow and Carolina Scarton, our co-chairs for the Research Projects,
selected 4 projects with a diverse set of topics. To all our co-chairs, my gratitude! The selection
work is never an easy task and this year was particularly hard. The same applied to the best
thesis award — co-chairs Carolina Scarton and Helena Moniz had a very difficult time selecting

a single candidate, since the submissions were of very high quality.

EAMT, as full sponsor of the MT Marathon, would also like to highlight the outstanding
work that the MT Marathon organisers conducted, enriching the vitality of our community
with their projects and keynotes. A special thank you to Jindra Helcl, Ondiej Bojar, and Barry

Haddow for all the efforts on yet another successful MT Marathon event.

EAMT, in an effort to reach out to our community in Africa, also sponsored three student
grants to attend the AfricaNLP workshop at ICLR’23. Thank you, André Martins, for bridging

our association with this initiative.



Now to Tampere, Finland! EAMT 2023 will have a three-day, four-track programme put
together by our chairs: Eva Vanmassenhove and Tharindu Ranasinghe (research: technical
track co-chairs); Nora Aranberri and Sergi Alvarez Vidal (research: translators & users track
co-chairs); Carla Parra Escartin and Mara Nunziatini (implementations & case studies track co-
chairs); and Mikel Forcada and Helena Moniz (products & projects track chairs). And backing
up all the scientific components of our conference and filters of quality for the final selection:

our reviewers. Thank you for your work and for the alignment with all the chairs!

This year EAMT 2023 will also have an extra day for workshops and tutorials, organised by our
co-chairs Judith Brenner and Maja Popovic. Once more, the submissions for workshops and

tutorials largely exceeded our expectations for this inaugural year!

The programme will continue the tradition of including two keynote speakers, Lynne Bowker
(Full Professor at the University of Ottawa, Canada) and Marco Turchi (Head of MT at Zoom
Video Communications). Our keynote speakers will demonstrate their extensive and impactful
work in Translation Studies, technologies and machine translation, speech translation, and auto-

matic post-editing. We bring you a fresh overview of the field, integrating a wide range of topics.

EAMT 2023 will also include a panel on The Impact of Large Language Models (LLMs) on
MT: A European View, with several guests: Andreas Eisele (Responsible for MT at the Euro-
pean Union), André Martins (Unbabel /University of Lisbon), Christian Federmann (Microsoft),
Helena Moniz (EAMT /University of Lisbon), Kenneth Church (Northeastern University), and
Mikel Forcada (EAMT/Universitat d’Alacant). This panel is a moment to have a European

view on a subject dominated by non-European initiatives.

EAMT 2023 would never be possible without the bright, enthusiastic, and hard working lo-
cal organising team! What a dream team! Whenever EAMT had a request for a possible new
addition, the answer was usually “Why not?” I'm so grateful for being able to work with you!
Starting with our chair, Mary Nurminen (Tampere University), Judith Brenner (University of
Eastern Finland), Maarit Koponen (University of Eastern Finland), Sirkku Latomaa (Tampere
University), Mikhail Mikhailov (Tampere University), and Frederike Schierl, (Tampere Uni-
versity). Thank you, Tampere University and the University of Eastern Finland, for all your

support! Tampere University has been such an amazing and flexible host!

EAMT has been supported by generous sponsors in its initiatives along the years. This year
is no exception. Our gratitude to our Silver sponsors: Pangeanic, Unbabel and ZOO Digital.
To our Bronze sponsors: CrossLang, ModelFront, STAR, TransPerfect, and Welocalize. Also
to Apertium, our long standing collaborator sponsor; Springer, our Supporter sponsor for the
Best Paper award; and our Media sponsors, MultiLingual and Slator. Your support is vital in

our efforts to give back to our community through grants and other initiatives.
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A note still to all our EAMT members and our participants! Without you no effort would
make sense! Let us take this opportunity to create scientific collaboration and give construc-
tive feedback. To fully enjoy the conference, please check our Code of Conduct at https:

//events.tuni.fi/eamt23/ethics/. I'm looking forward to seeing you all!

It is EAMT’s greatest wish to continue giving back to our community and to drive and be
driven by our community’s energy and enthusiasm. Reach out to us if you have new ideas or
suggestions you would like to implement. We will try hard to accomplish it with you. Learn

more about us at https://eamt.org/.

Helena Moniz

President of the EAMT

General Chair of EAMT 2023

University of Lisbon / INESC-ID, Portugal
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Message from the Organising

Committee Chair

Tervetuloa Tampereelle!

The local organising committee welcomes you all to EAMT 2023! Thank you for choosing to
join us, either in person or remotely, for 3 days of talks, posters, chats with colleagues, and
evening activities. Plus an extra day for many of you to focus on a particular issue in a work-
shop or tutorial. Attendance at EAMT conferences continues to grow, and the highest number

ever will participate in the Tampere conference.

After 2 conferences in the southern parts of Europe — Alacant in 2018 and (virtually) Lis-
bon in 2020 — EAMT moved northward to Ghent in 2022 and then farther up to Finland in
2023. Perhaps Tampere, which is on the same latitude as the southern parts of Greenland, will

be the farthest north the conference will ever be held. We hope you enjoy our light nights!

A few new things will be introduced in this year’s conference. For the first time, we will have
an extra workshop and tutorial day adjacent to the main conference. As first-timers, we
were unsure about the number and types of proposals we would receive. We were delighted to
receive a large number of proposals of very high quality, and it was difficult to make selection de-

cisions. We hope that everyone will have a good experience with this addition to the conference!

A second change this year are the conference tracks, which have been reconfigured to show an
updated view of happenings in the MT world. Whereas we previously had 1 track for research,
we now have 2: one that focuses on technical research and another that focuses on academic
research on translators and other types of MT users, a field that has been steadily growing. The
track on implementations and case studies highlights cases of actual MT use (’in the wild’). The

fourth track puts focus on various ongoing products and projects in the MT sphere.
The final change is that we are trying out a hybrid light conference attendance option to

include those who cannot make it to Tampere themselves. We look forward to your feedback

on all of these innovations.
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A conference like this does not just happen — it is the result of great efforts by a number of
people, and we’d like to thank them. First is the EAMT organisation, and especially President
Helena Moniz and Secretary Carol Scarton, who went to great lengths to support our efforts.
It would not have been possible without you. Next we’d like to thank our program chairs, who
managed the vital work of selecting the best proposals and papers for the conference: Sergi Al-
varez Vidal, Nora Aranberri, Judith Brenner, Mikel Forcada, Helena Moniz, Mara Nunziatini,

Carla Parra Escartin, Maja Popovic, Tharindu Ranasinghe and Eva Vanmassenhove.

We’d also like to thank our Silver sponsors, Pangeanic, Unbabel and ZOO Digital; Bronze
sponsors CrossLang, ModelFront, STAR Group, TransPerfect and Welocalize; Collaborator
sponsor Apertium; Supporter sponsor Springer, and Media sponsors MultiLingual and Slator.

Your support of our conference and activities is greatly appreciated!

Thanks also go out to the Tampere University Congress Office, which made so, so much of

our work easier.

Personally, I'd like to thank my colleagues on the local planning committee: Judith Bren-
ner, Maarit Koponen, Sirkku Latomaa, Mikhail Mikhailov and Frederike Schierl. We have been
a small but very effective, 6-person powerhouse of activity. Thank you for your enthusiasm,
willingness to jump into new things, and professionalism. It has been a pleasure to serve with

you.

We look forward to meeting you all and to your active participation in the conference! Let’s
continue to make EAMT a unique space for a diverse group of researchers, developers, practi-

tioners, leaders, vendors, users, and translators to share experiences and ideas.

Mary Nurminen
Tampere University and the University of Eastern Finland

On behalf of the local organising committee



Preface by the Programme Chairs

On behalf of the programme chairs, a warm welcome to the 24th annual conference of the
European Association for Machine Translation in Tampere, Finland. Following the approach
which has proven so successful in the previous editions of EAMT, the conference programme
consists of papers and posters divided into four tracks. However, the year 2023 sees a change in
the structuring of the conference tracks. This year, we are introducing two tracks for research
papers: one for more technical papers on MT development and another for research focusing
on various types of users of MT. In addition to the two research tracks, two other tracks show-
case use cases and implementations as well as projects and products. For the first time, the
programme also includes workshops and tutorials. And the programme would not be complete

without the two keynote speeches by Lynne Bowker and Marco Turchi.

This year at EAMT, there is a notable change since the traditional research track has been
transformed into two distinct research tracks: the Technical Track and the Translators and
Users Track. The Technical Research track invited and received technical submissions on
all aspects of machine translation and related areas, serving as a hub for cutting-edge research
and technological advancements, covering topics such as neural machine translation, language
models, quality estimation, and more. It garnered significant attention and proved to be the
most popular track at EAMT 2023, receiving a total of 51 submissions from 24 countries. Among
these, 22 papers were accepted, resulting in an acceptance rate of 43%. Seven of the accepted

papers will be presented orally, while the remaining 15 will be presented as posters.

A considerable number of the accepted papers are centered around Neural Machine Translation
(NMT) and its diverse facets. Noteworthy topics include, among others, real-word translation
(Martins et al., 2023), knowledge distillation (Gumma et al., 2023), and multilingual NMT
(Chichirau et al., 2023). Several papers delve into machine translation quality estimation (QE),
with a specific focus on domain adaptation of QE (Sharami et al., 2023), evaluating large lan-
guage models for QE (Kocmi and Federmann, 2023), and emotion translation QE (Qian et
al., 2023). It was evident that leveraging large language models such as GPT and BLOOM in
machine translation and related fields is a prevailing trend. Given the popularity of tools like
ChatGPT, we anticipate this trend to persist in future conferences as well. Additionally, the
EAMT 2023 technical research track features several papers dedicated to low-resource languages
(Sannigrahi et al., 2023; Galiano-Jiménez et al., 2023).
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Last but not least, we would like to sincerely thank all the reviewers who provided feedback
and insightful comments for the submissions received. We hope you enjoy reading this year’s

contributions to the Technical Research Track.

This edition has witnessed the reshaping and renaming of the MT tracks involving users. For
the first time, a research track has been assigned to showcase studies carried out from a user
perspective (translators, language experts and citizens who avail of the technology without
pertaining to the language industry) and properly acknowledge the value and quality of the
research in this field of study. As such, it has been the focus of the Translators and Users
Research track to gather the widest range of topics in order to highlight the breadth of the

area, current efforts and concerns regarding the quality and use of the technology.

We would like to thank the response of the community, which has contributed with an extensive
selection of research themes. Work spanning MT literacy, concrete use cases and guidelines for
their evaluation, assessments of MT output that go beyond sentence-level precision and fluency,
translation styles and editing effort were submitted to the track. We believe that their outcomes
serve as feedback for MT development but also help to establish targets for researchers in this

particular subfield.

Overall, 18 papers were submitted to the track, out of which 16 were accepted (an 89% ac-
ceptance rate). 4 papers will be presented orally while the remaining will be exhibited in a

dedicated poster session.

The EAMT conference has always sought to be an inclusive venue where researchers, users
and MT practitioners could meet, discuss and share knowledge and expertise around machine
translation from all possible points of view. With the aim of encouraging more practitioners to
share their day-to-day experiences and learn from real use cases of MT, this year a new track was
created: the Implementations & Case Studies track. This track aims to allow those using
MT in their organisations to share their experiences from different angles. The 8 papers that
will be presented at the conference showcase the wide variety of topics that this may cover, from
building domain-specific MT engines to using MT for epidemiological social media surveillance,
among others. They all cover different domains, from e-commerce to patents, demonstrating
how MT, now more than ever, is a ubiquitous technology used by very different organisations
and for ever-expanding purposes. And while this happens, it still poses challenges along the

way that need to be tackled in real-world settings to ensure MT implementations are successful.

De-la-Torre-Vilarino et al. (2023) focus on how to build a domain specific, high-quality MT
workflow in the e-commerce luxury space, while Zeynep et al. (2023) experiment with how
MT systems can be fine-tuned towards the specific stylistic features of literary translators for

the translation of literature. Within the customer support domain, Cabeca et al. (2023) focus
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on building test suites to monitor MT and QE systems, paying particular attention to those
errors that are critical to customers. Paulo et al. (2023) propose ways to identify context-
dependent translation units that require gender agreement, and explain how to minimise such
context-dependency through manipulating the translation units to make them gender-neutral
and hence minimise gender bias in their MT training data. Also in the area of data prepara-
tion for MT, Wirth et al (2023) describe the process used at the European Patent Office for
generating MT data to train their patent-specific MT models, and the challenges that this task
poses. Chatzitheodorou et al. (2023) tackle the challenge of reconciling the competing needs
of data privacy and data quality through post-editing anonymised texts. Another common
challenge in MT is how to successfully incorporate terminology and tackle the tradeoffs that
this may imply. Knowles et al. (2023) address this challenge in their paper. Finally, the last
paper in this track explores how MT can be used for document classification purposes: Popovié

et al. (2023) showcase how MT can be used for scaling epidemiological social media surveillance.

The Products and Projects track has been upgraded with clearer criteria for submission,
based on the extensive experience gathered after years of running this track. This year we
received 20 submissions and 16 papers were accepted. The selection will provide a plethora of
products and projects being developed by our community with a rich set of topics. It will surely
be a very lively session with the usual poster boasters (one of our EAMT conferences’ favourite

moments) and poster sessions.

For the first time, this year’s EAMT conference includes a Workshop and Tutorial Day. We
invited proposals for in-depth sessions on any aspect of machine translation and related fields,
and a total of 7 workshop proposals and 4 tutorial proposals were received. Almost all of the sub-
missions were for a full-day event, demonstrating the organisers’ eagerness to take the audience
on a deep dive into their respective areas of expertise. After a careful review process, taking
into account all aspects of the submissions, 4 workshops and 1 tutorial were accepted. The
workshop topics range from gender-inclusive translation technology, open-source MT tools and
automated translation of sign and spoken languages to language generation, while the tutorial

explores the evolving role of the post-editor with speakers from both academia and the industry.
Our special thanks go to our track advisor, Jay Marciano, whose extensive experience in or-
ganising and hosting MT-related conferences and events was a great source of inspiration and

guidance in the implementation of the first Workshop and Tutorial Day at an EAMT conference.

We also wish to thank Karen Patteri de Souza from the University of Eastern Finland for

invaluable help in putting together this proceedings volume.
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Keynote Addresses

Towards an Outward Turn in Translation Technology Research?

Lynne Bowker, University of Ottawa

In 2019, Susan Bassnett and David Johnson guest edited a special issue of The Translator (vol.
25, issue 3) with the theme “the Outward Turn”. In the introduction, the editors note that
Translation Studies (TS) has witnessed numerous turns in the past decades (e.g. linguistic,
cultural, sociological), and is perhaps not really in need of another, not the least because fields
do not develop in a neat linear way. Nevertheless, Bassnett and Johnson point to what they
see as a potentially worrying trend whereby TS scholars seem increasingly to talk mainly to
one another, which puts TS at risk of lurching “into ultimate self-referentiality, especially in
the global academic marketplace where reference and citation are perceived as valuable ends
in themselves” (p. 185). Of course, the fields of translation technology and TS do not face
precisely the same issues, nor will they necessarily benefit from the same specific approaches.
Yet at a higher level, we might do well to pay attention to discussions about an Outward Turn
in TS and consider how this could benefit the translation technology community. For instance,
Bassnett and Johnson suggest that at one level, the idea of an Outward Turn entails the recog-
nition of the need for an increasing plurality of voices from across the globe; yet, this must be
coupled with a recognition of the importance of creating space where different traditions can
maintain their perspective and assert the value of their own concerns and insights within the
homogenizing context of internationalization. In other words, an Outward Turn in TS would
see researchers focus on the issues that increasingly surround them and recognize that unifor-
mity can ultimately be damaging for everyone. In what ways might the broad strokes of an
Outward Turn be relevant for translation technology research? This presentation will consider
how various aspects of this need for expanding horizons within and beyond the contours of the
translation technology field could manifest themselves in our collective research agenda.



Towards Real-time Meeting Translation

Marco Turchi, Zoom Video Communications

Nowadays, machine translation (MT) has become the prominent solution to break language
barriers and is used daily to translate emails, chats, technical documents, news articles, etc. At
Zoom, we provide users with translation solutions to allow them to better connect, collaborate,
and communicate in different languages during meetings. However, different from the classic
speech translation use cases including TED talks or European Parliament sessions, the meeting
scenario poses several challenges for MT technology. For instance, when speaking spontaneously,
people introduce hesitations and repetitions, and, when interacting with other participants,
they generate truncated, overlapped, and malformed utterances. So, in addition to the speech
recognition errors, the MT system needs to simultaneously deal with all these factors to generate
the optimal translation in real time. In my presentation, I will initially focus on highlighting
the main challenges of meeting translation, paying attention to those phenomena that have a
critical impact on the final output. Then, I will present some solutions that can be used to
mitigate these problems and enhance translation quality in meetings.



EAMT 2023 Best Thesis Award —
Anthony C Clarke Award

Nine PhD theses defended in 2022 were received as candidates for the 2022 edition of the EAMT
Best Thesis Award, and all nine were eligible. 28 reviewers and 6 EAMT Executive Commit-
tee members were recruited to examine and score the theses, considering how challenging the
problem tackled in each thesis was, how relevant the results were for machine translation as a
field, and what the strength of its impact in terms of scientific publications was. Two EAMT
Executive Committee members also analysed all theses. It became very clear that 2022 was

another very good year for PhD theses in machine translation.

All theses had merit, all candidates had strong CVs and, therefore, it was very difficult to

select a winner.

A panel of two EAMT Executive Committee members (Carolina Scarton and Helena Moniz)
was assembled to process the reviews and select a winner that was later ratified by the EAMT

executive committee.

We are pleased to announce that the awardee of the 2022 edition of the EAMT Best Thesis
is Biao Zhang’s thesis ” Towards Efficient Universal Neural Machine Translation”

(University of Edinburgh, UK), supervised by Dr Rico Sennrich and Dr Ivan Titov.

The awardee will receive a prize of €500, together with a suitably-inscribed certificate. In
addition, Dr. Zhang will present a summary of their thesis at the 24rd Annual Conference
of the European Association for Machine Translation (EAMT 2023: https://events.tuni.
fi/eamt23/) which will take place from June 12th to 15th in Tampere, Finland. In order to
facilitate this, the EAMT will waive the winner’s registration costs and will make available a
travel bursary of €200.

Helena Moniz, EAMT President
Carolina Scarton, EAMT Secretary






