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Message from the General Chair

The development of technology increases our internet use, and most of the global languages have adapted
themselves to the digital era. However, many regional, under-resourced languages face challenges
as they still lack developments in language technology. One such language family is the Dravidian
(Tamil) family of languages. Dravidian is the name for the Tamil languages or Tamil people in Sanskrit,
and all the current Dravidian languages were called a branch of Tamil in old Jain, Bhraminic, and
Buddhist literature (Caldwell, 1875). Tamil languages are primarily spoken in south India, Sri Lanka,
and Singapore. Pockets of speakers are found in Nepal, Pakistan, Malaysia, other parts of India,
and elsewhere globally. The Tamil languages, which are 4,500 years old and spoken by millions of
speakers, are underresourced in speech and natural language processing. The Dravidian languages were
first documented in Tamili script on pottery and cave walls in the Keezhadi (Keeladi), Madurai and
Tirunelveli regions of Tamil Nadu, India, from the 6th century BCE. The Tamil languages are divided
into four groups: South, South-Central, Central, and North groups. Tamil morphology is agglutinating
and exclusively suffixal. Syntactically, Tamil languages are head- final and left-branching. They are
free-constituent order languages. To improve access to and production of information for monolingual
speakers of Dravidian (Tamil) languages, it is necessary to have speech and languages technologies.
These workshops aim to save the Dravidian languages from extinction in technology.
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