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Preface

Welcome to the 7th Social Media Mining for Health Applications (#SMM4H) Workshop & Shared Task
2022, co-located at the 29th International Conference on Computational Linguistics. Held as a hybrid
event in its seventh iteration, #SMM4H 2022 continues to serve as a unique venue for bringing together
data mining researchers interested in building and sharing solutions for utilizing social media data for
health informatics. For #SMM4H 2022, we accepted 6 workshop papers and 47 shared task system
description papers. Each submission was peer-reviewed by two or three reviewers.

The accepted papers proposed advanced models to detect or extract health-related information in posts
written in various languages. Pais et al. report the performance of baseline transformers on a new corpus
of Romanian micro-blogging posts annotated with 9 entity classes. Their corpus is made available to
the community. Zanwar et al. detect 6 mental health conditions on Reddit posts with an interpretable
neural network by combining a feature-based model with a transformer model. Chan et al. describe
the collection and annotation process to create a corpus of Dutch Facebook comments. These posts
comment on news articles about COVID-19 vaccination where Facebook users shared the knowledge
they acquired through their personal experiences. Adhikari et al. detailed their GUI to improve, with
incremental learning, their classifier of 8 topics related to COVID-19 in Nepali tweets. Finally, Davydova
& Tutubalina and Gasco Sánchez et al. expand the description and the analysis of the results of the
#SMM4H shared tasks 2 and 10.

The #SMM4H 2022 shared tasks sought to advance the use of user-generated social media data
for pharmacovigilance, epidemiology, patient-centered outcomes, and tracking beliefs and impacts of
COVID-19. #SMM4H 2022 included re-runs of three tasks about adverse drug events, changes in
medication treatments, and COVID-19 symptoms. In addition, #SMM4H 2022 included seven new
tasks on detecting stances toward COVID-19 health mandates, COVID-19 vaccination status, the age
of social media users, intimate partner violence, chronic stress, and diseases. The ten tasks required
methods for multi-class classification, and named entity recognition and normalization. With 117 teams
that registered from 28 countries and 54 teams that participated, the interest in the #SMM4H shared tasks
continues to grow. Among the 47 system description papers that were accepted, 10 teams were invited
for an oral presentation.

The organizing committee of #SMM4H 2022 would like to thank the program committee, the additional
reviewers of system description papers, the organizers of COLING 2022 (especially the workshop co-
chairs), the annotators of the shared task data, and, of course, everyone who submitted a paper or
participated in the shared tasks. #SMM4H 2022 would not have been possible without them.

Graciela, Davy, Arjun, Ari, Ivan, Karen, Raul, Lucia, Juan, Abeed, Yuting, Yao, Elena, Luis, Darryl, and
Martin.
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