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Message from the Workshop Chairs

Over the last years, research in text and speech processing for less-resourced languages has taken
momentum. Initiatives and events have flourished, as well as hackathons, toolkits, special interest groups,
and journals’ special issues. The topic of less-resourced languages has ceased to be niche and has gained
space in major conferences such as LREC, ACL, and Interspeech.

The multiplication of research interest makes it even more necessary for the community that revolves
around less-resourced languages to find opportunities for aggregation and discussion. It is also very
important that these occasions leave space for communities and representatives of under-resourced and
endangered languages, in order to ensure that the research and development of technological solutions
are in line with the needs and demands of those communities, with a view to open and inclusive research
with strong social impact.

The 1st Annual Meeting of the ELRA/ISCA Special Interest Group on Under-Resourced Languages
(SIGUL 2022) spans the research interest areas of less-resourced, under-resourced, endangered, minority
and minoritized languages. SIGUL 2022 carries on the tradition of the CCURL-SLTU (Collaboration
and Computing for Under-Resourced Languages — Spoken Language Technologies for Under-resourced
languages) Workshop Series, which has been organized since 2008 and, as LREC Workshops, since
2014. As usual, SIGUL provides a forum for the presentation of cutting edge research in text and
speech processing for under-resourced languages to both academic and industry researchers. In addition,
it offers a venue where researchers in different disciplines and from varied backgrounds can fruitfully
explore new areas of intellectual and practical development while honouring their common interest in
sustaining less-resourced languages.

In order to promote synergies and to increase cross-fertilization between neighbouring disciplines, this
year’s workshop holds a joint session together with the 18th Workshop on Multiword Expressions (MWE
2022) and hosts a shared task on unsupervised Machine Translation techniques for the benefit of under-
resourced languages, organized by the MT4All project (CEF 2019-EU-1A-0031).

This year, we have the pleasure to welcome 19 oral and 8 poster presentations, addressing a vast array of
topics in NLP, Speech, Data and General issues. Accepted papers display a huge variety of languages,
covering 76 different languages from Europe, Asia, Africa and the Americas. This workshop, together
with at least five other LREC2022 workshops in neighbouring topics and the main conference track on
less-resourced and endangered languages, clearly show how the topic of language resources and speech
and natural language processing for less-resourced language is now a mature and well-established field.
The SIGUL 2022 workshop is organised and sponsored by the SIGUL organization, which serves as the
Special Interest Group in under-resourced languages for both ELRA and ISCA associations. It is also
endorsed by SIGEL, the ACL special interest group on endangered languages. In addition, this year’s
event has received a sponsorship grant from Google Inc.
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