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Message from the Program Chairs

Welcome to EMNLP 2022, which is one of the most-attended conferences in the field of natural language
processing, held in “hybrid” mode this year serving both virtual and in-person participants in Abu Dhabi!

Submission and Acceptance EMNLP 2022 received 4190 full paper submissions, the largest number
to date. This number includes 275 ARR papers that were committed to EMNLP (see further discussion of
ARR below). 225 papers were desk rejected for various reasons (missing limitation section, anonymity
policy, multiple submission policy or formatting violations), leaving us with 3965 submissions that were
fully reviewed. Despite the record-breaking number of submissions, based on the reviewers, area chairs
and senior area chair comments, we kept the EMNLP 2022 acceptance rate similar to previous events,
and accepted 829 papers to the main conference. Out of these, 175 are oral presentations and 654 poster
presentations. Similarly to prior years, we also accepted 549 papers for “Findings of EMNLP”. The
EMNLP 2022 program also features 39 papers from the Transactions of the Association for Computa-
tional Linguistics (TACL) and Computational Linguistics (CL) journals. More statistics on the accepted
papers can be found below.

Long Short Total
Submitted (Including ARR commits) 3242 948 4190
Accepted as Oral 163 12 175
Accepted as Poster 552 102 654
Acceptance Rate (main conference) 22% 12% 20%
Accepted to Findings 453 96 549
Acceptance Rate (Findings) 14% 10% 13%
Presented TACL papers – – 27
Presented CL papers – – 12

Limitations Section One innovation of EMNLP 2022 is the requirement that each submitted paper
must include an explicitly named Limitations section, discussing the limitations of the work. This discus-
sion does not count towards the page limit, and we asked reviewers to not use the mentioned limitations
as reasons to reject the paper, unless there is a really good reason to. The effect was overall positive:
most papers included a limitations section, and many of them were informative. We hope to see this
requirement continue in the future conferences.

Tracks To ensure a smooth process, the submissions to EMNLP 2022 were divided into 26 tracks. The
tracks mostly followed these of previous EMNLP conferences, reflecting the “standard” divisions in the
field. We did however make the following changes: the “Machine Translation and Multilinguality” track
was split into two separate tracks (“Machine Translation” and “Multilinguality”); the “Syntax: Tagging,
Chunking and Parsing” track was renamed to “Syntax, Parsing and their Applications”; and we added
4 additional tracks, reflecting upcoming trends in the research landscape: Commonsense Reasoning;
Language Models and Analysis of Language Models; Efficient Methods for NLP; and Semi-supervised
and Weakly-supervised Methods. Finally, we also solicited papers for a “Theme Track”, discussing Open
questions, major obstacles, and unresolved issues in NLP. Of the 26 tracks, the Resources and Evaluation,
NLP Applications, Machine Learning for NLP, Dialogue and Interactive Systems, Language Modeling
and Analysis of Language Models, Speech, Vision, Robotics, Multimodal Grounding and Information
Extraction tracks were the most popular with over 200 submissions per track.

Program committee structure & reviewing Similar to prior NLP conferences, we adopted the hierar-
chical program committee structure, where for each area we invited between 1 to 5 Senior Area Chairs
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(SACs), who worked with a team of Area Chairs (ACs), and an army of reviewers. We relied on statistics
from prior years to estimate how many SACs, ACs and reviewers will be needed and ended up with 70
SACs and 297 ACs. For the reviewers, we used the reviewer lists from prior EMNLP conferences, solici-
ted volunteer reviewers, and also invited all EMNLP 2022 authors to serve as reviewers. To this end, we
attempted to recruit the most competent and matching reviewers by making a Google Form in reviewer
recruitment, which was publicized through different channels and is linked to the author information
page for all the submission authors to fill. We then provided the resulting information to the program
committee for making reviewer assignments. This resulted in a reviewer pool of 4647 reviewers, of whi-
ch 3828 reviewers were assigned at least one paper to review. For each submission, we assigned three
reviewers and an AC. The initial paper assignment was made using an automatic algorithm that matches
the abstracts with ACs/reviewers’ past publication records, then the assignments were further refined by
the SACs/PCs. We tried to avoid the Toronto matching score which had its limitations. In the end, most
reviewers were assigned less than 6 papers, with a few reviewers working on 10 assignments and a large
number of reviewers working on 1 assignment only. In the Google Form, we also asked whether the
reviewer will volunteer for emergency review, which turned out to be very useful. We adapted the review
forms from NAACL 2022, and ACL 2022 and EMNLP 2021. Besides the overall recommendation, re-
viewers were asked to evaluate how reproducible the results in the paper were, and whether there was
any ethical concern. To ensure the review quality, we provided detailed guidelines about what reviewers
should and shouldn’t do in a review. We made final decisions according to the rankings and SAC recom-
mendations. Our final decisions were made not just on the review scores, but also took into account the
reviews, author responses, discussions among reviewers, meta-reviews and SAC/AC recommendations.

Ethics committee We also formed an Ethics Committee (EC) dedicated to ethical issues. After the
technical reviews, but before the author-response and discussion phases, the ethics committee considered
150 papers that were flagged by the technical reviewing committee for ethical concerns. The two EC
chairs went over the papers, to determine whether a full EC review would be required. As a result,
22 papers received two dedicated ethics reviews from a committee of 41 reviewers recruited by the EC
chairs. An additional 22 papers raised one or more recurring issues (e.g., no information on annotator
payment), which did not require a full ethics review, but were raised to the authors by the EC chairs. For
any paper that was recommended to be accepted based on technical reviews and that had been referred
to the EC, the EC chairs recommended one of the following to the PC chairs: (a) accept with comments
(authors should take concerns raised in the ethical review into account in the camera-ready version;
29 papers); (b) conditionally accept (the ethical issues must be addressed in the camera-ready version,
to be verified by the EC prior to final acceptance; 15 papers); and (c) reject due to ethical issues (0
papers). The authors of all conditionally accepted papers submitted the camera-ready version and a short
response that explained how they had made the changes requested by the EC meta-reviews. The EC
chairs double-checked these revised submissions and responses, and confirmed that the ethical concerns
had been addressed. As a result, all conditionally accepted papers were accepted to the main conference
or Findings. The EC chairs thank their committee for the excellent work.

ACL Rolling Review ACL Rolling Review (ARR) is an initiative of the Association for Computational
Linguistics, where the reviewing and acceptance of papers to publication venues are done in a two-step
process: (1) centralized rolling review and (2) the ability to commit the reviewed papers to be considered
for publication by a publication venue. For EMNLP 2022, we decided to run a process which is separate
from ARR, but allows for ARR submissions. Specifically, authors could either submit papers to EMNLP
2022 directly, or commit ARR reviewed papers by a certain date. We coordinated with the ARR team to
extract the submission, review and meta-review from the OpenReview system, according to a submission
link that the author provides when committing their ARR submission to EMNLP. The ARR commission
deadline was set one month after the direct submission deadline since the ARR submissions already have
their reviews and meta-recommendation. These ARR papers were then ranked by the SACs of the given
tracks, together with the direct submissions in the track, and based on the reviews and meta-reviews
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from ARR. Overall, EMNLP had 275 papers committed from ARR, of these 97 were accepted to the
main conference and 73 were accepted to Findings of EMNLP.

Best paper selection Based on the nominations from SACs and ACs, we identified 11 candidates
for the best papers and outstanding papers award. These papers are assessed by the Best Paper Award
Committee. The award winners will be announced and present their works at the closing ceremony.

Presentation Mode We attempted the decision for oral vs poster presentations not to be made based
on the quality/merit of the papers, but rather on the authors’ interest in the presentation mode, and our
understanding of what would be the best format for presentation of each individual paper.

Keynote talks Another highlight of our program is the three exciting keynote talks, presented by prof.
Gary Marcus, NYU (Emeritus) on “Towards a Foundation for AGI”; prof. Neil Cohn, Tilburg Univer-
sity, Department of Communication and Cognition on “The multimodal language faculty and the visual
languages of comics” & Dr. Mona Diab from Meta Responsible AI on “Towards a Responsible NLP:
Walking the walk”.

Gratitude We would like to thank the following people for their support & contributions:

• Our General Chair, Noah Smith, who led the whole organizing team, and helped with many of the
decision processes;

• 70 SACs who helped us throughout the entire review process, from assigning papers, checking
review quality, making final recommendation, suggesting presentation formats to recommending
best paper candidates;

• 297 ACs who checked the initial submissions, led paper discussions, wrote meta reviews, ensured
review quality and suggested best paper candidates;

• 3828 reviewers who reviewed the papers and actively participated in paper discussions; special
thanks to those who stepped in at the last minute to serve as emergency reviewers;

• Reviewing Mentoring Chairs, David Mimno and Yanyan Lan and the team of mentors they recrui-
ted, for mentoring new reviewers.

• 36 Ethics Committee members, chaired by Lea Frermann and Margot Mieskes, for their hard work
to provide ethical reviews and meta-reviews for all papers with serious ethical issues, and ensure
that all the conditionally accepted papers have addressed the ethical issues appropriately;

• Best Paper Award Committee: Claire Cardie, Ellen Riloff, Hal Daume III, Rada Mihalcea, Ray-
mond Mooney and Preslav Nakov for selecting the best papers;

• Jordan Boyd-Graber, the Virtual Posters chair, for organizing and managing the virtual poster
sessions.

• Publication Chairs Ryan Cotterell, Steffen Eger and Sam Wiseman for completing the final pro-
ceedings within a short period;

• ACL Anthology Director Matt Post and his team, for his help in the production of the conference
proceedings and maintenance of the ACL Anthology;

• TACL editor-in-chief Brian Roark and TACL Editorial Assistant Cindy Robinson, and CL Editor-
in-Chief Hwee Tou Ng for coordinating TACL and CL presentations with us;
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• The ARR team for their continued effort in running ARR, and for coordination with us. Particular
thanks to Harold Rubio and Goran Glavas for multiple rounds of technical help in extracting data
from the ARR OpenReview system.

• Rich Gerber at SoftConf, for setting up EMNLP 2022 conference site and quickly responding to
our emails and resolving any issues we encountered with the START system;

• Website chairs Fajie Yuan and Zhaochun Ren and their team for continued effort in prompt updates
to the website.

• Publicity chairs Eunsol Choi and Wajdi Zaghouani for publicizing the conference and handling
communications on social media.

• Sol Rosenberg, Damira Mršić and the whole Underline team, for helping to manage the logistics
of both the virtual and online conference.

• Jenn Rachford and Priscilla Rasmussen for their professional and very valuable help in organizing
the logistics of the conference.

• Nizar Habash and the rest of the Local Organizing Committee, for various discussions on organi-
zing EMNLP, and making the local arrangements.

• 11854 authors for submitting their work to EMNLP 2022.

We hope that you will enjoy this year’s program and hybrid conference!

Yoav Goldberg, Bar Ilan University and Allen Institute for AI
Zornitsa Kozareva, SliceX AI
Yue Zhang, Westlake University
EMNLP 2022 Program Co-Chairs
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