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Preface

These proceedings include the 16 papers presented at the Eighth Workshop on NLP for Similar
Languages, Varieties and Dialects (VarDial), which was co-located with the 16th Conference of the
European Chapter of the Association for Computational Linguistics (EACL). VarDial and EACL were
originally scheduled to take place in Kiev, Ukraine, but the COVID-19 situation eventually forced a
switch to a virtual format.

We are happy to see that after many years, VarDial keeps serving the community as an important venue
for researchers interested in the computational processing of diatopic language variation. The papers
accepted this year deal with a wide variety of topics such as language identification, part-of-speech
tagging, machine translation, distributional semantic models, and corpus similarity.

As in previous years, together with the workshop, we organized another iteration of the popular
VarDial Evaluation Campaign with four shared tasks: Dravidian Language Identification (DLI),
Romanian Dialect Identification (RDI), Social Media Variety Geolocation (SMG), and Uralic Language
Identification (ULI). Each of these tasks addressed an important challenge in dialect and language
identification. Eight teams prepared system description papers that are included in this volume, along
with a report paper written by the campaign organizers summarizing the results and the main findings of
the evaluation campaign.

Finally, we would like to take this opportunity to thank the VarDial Evaluation Campaign shared task
organizers and the task participants for their hard work. We further thank our amazing VarDial program
committee members for their thorough reviews. They have been a very important part of the workshop’s
success in these eight years.

The VarDial workshop organizers:
Marcos Zampieri, Preslav Nakov, Nikola Ljubesi¢, Jorg Tiedemann, Yves Scherrer, and

Tommi Jauhiainen

http://sites.google.com/view/vardial2021/
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