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Preface

Natural Language Processing (NLP) has benefited from promising recent advances including the
employment of latest deep learning technology amongst a host of other solutions. The current pandemic
has prevented the in-person exchange of ideas and networking of NLP researchers and students, but
virtual communication opportunities have enabled continued collaboration and provided alternative
communication channels. While eagerly awaiting the return of normality, the international conference
RANLP’2021 is offering an opportunity to promote the latest advances in the field, exchange ideas, learn
from each other and interact virtually.

The conference in 2021 features nine keynote speakers:

* Tim Baldwin (The University of Melbourne, Australia),

* Josef van Genabith and Nico Herbig (DFKI and Saarland University, Germany),
* He He (New York University, USA),

* Eduard Hovy (Carnegie Mellon University, USA),

* Jing Jiang (Singapore Management University, Singapore),

¢ Alessandro Moschitti (Amazon Alexa, USA),

* Hwee Tou Ng (National University of Singapore, Singapore),

* Constantin Orasan (University of Surrey, UK),

* Sebastian Riedel (University College London and Facebook Al Research, UK).

This year 257 papers were submitted to the event. The good news is that most of them were of very good
quality: 50 regular papers, 66 short papers, 68 posters, and 2 demos were accepted for presentation at
the conference. The higher acceptance rate translates into better research quality in 2021 (with numerous
papers presented in parallel made possible due to the online mode of communication).

The proceedings cover a wide variety of NLP topics, including but not limited to: deep learning; machine
translation; opinion mining and sentiment analysis; author profiling, offensive language detection, fact
checking; semantics and discourse; topic modelling; named entity recognition; coreference resolution;
word-sense disambiguation; knowledge discovery and language models; corpora and ontologies; syntax;
text summarisation; text categorisation, information extraction, question answering; multilinguality;
language tools; NLP for biomedical domain; and NLP for low-resource languages.

In 2021 RANLP will host two post-conference workshops on popular NLP topics: the 14th Workshop
on Building and Using Comparable Corpora (BUCC) and the First Workshop on Multimodal Machine
Translation for Low Resource Languages (MMTLRL-2021). The First International CLaDA-BG
Conference, to be held on 6-7 September 2021, will present the achievements of the Bulgarian
Interdisciplinary Research e-Infrastructure CLADA-BG for resources and technologies for the Bulgarian
linguistic and cultural heritage, integrated within the EU Research Infrastructures CLARIN and
DARIAH.

In addition to thanking the keynote speakers who accepted our invitation, we would like to thank all
members of the Programme Committee and all additional reviewers. They ensured that the best papers
were included in the Proceedings and provided invaluable comments to the authors.

We would like to use this paragraph to acknowledge the members of the Organising Committee, who
worked very hard during the last few months and whose dedication and efforts made the organisation
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of this event possible. All members of the Organising Committee (listed in alphabetical order below)
carried out numerous organisational tasks and were eager to step in and support the organisation
of the conference whenever needed: Dinara Akmurzina, Isuri Anuradha, Lucia Bellés-Calvera, Sol
Berges, Maria Carmela Cariello, Rocio Caro Quintana, Ana Isabel Cespedosa Vazquez, Parthena
Charalampidou, Anna Beatriz Dimas Furtado, Souhila Djabri, Anne Eschenbriicher, Marie Escribe,
Darya Filippova, René Alberto Garcia Taboada, Diana Geneva, Dinara Gimadi, Zara Kancheva, Alfiya
Khabibullina, Lilit Kharatian, Shaifali Khulbe, Aida Kostikova, Sonia Kropiowska, Lydia Korber,
Maria Kunilovskaya, Anastasia Laktionova, Ljubica Leone, Gabriela Llull, Jessica Lépez Espejel, Ana
Isabel Martinez-Herndndez, Laura Mejias Climent, Alistair Plum, Kateryna Poltorak, Ivaylo Radev,
Branislava Sandrih, Georgi Shopov, Nikola Spasovski, Natalia Sugrobova, Marina Tonkopeeva and
Cecilia Valdenea. A big THANK YOU to all of you, this challenging in terms of organisation event
could not have been taken place so smoothly without you!

Finally, many thanks go to the University of Wolverhampton, the Institute of Information and
Communication Technologies at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, and Sirma Al for their generous
support of RANLP.

Welcome to this year’s virtual event RANLP-2021 and we hope that you enjoy the conference!

The RANLP 2021 Organisers
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