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Introduction to the Workshop

Linguistic annotation of natural language corpora is the backbone of supervised methods of statistical
natural language processing and has contributed to breakthroughs in practical natural language
applications, most notably in Machine Translation, Machine Reading, Question Answering, and
Recognizing Textual Entailment. Nonetheless, challenges remain in developing systems that can actually
“understand” human language, including the ability to track entities in a text, understand the relations
between these entities, track events and their participants described in a text, understand how events
unfold in time, and distinguish events that have actually happened from events that are planned or
intended, are uncertain, or did not happen at all. The fifteenth LAW and third DMR workshops have been
combined for the first time to provide a forum for presentation and discussion of innovative research on
all aspects of linguistic annotation, with a special focus on the design and annotation of representations
of the various elements of meaning contributing to understanding. These proceedings include papers
presented at LAW-DMR on November 11, 2021, held online in conjunction with the 2021 Conference
on Empirical Methods in Natural Language Processing in Punta Cana, Dominican Republic.

This premier iteration of the joint LAW-DMR workshop received 35 submissions, out of which 18 papers
have been accepted to be presented at the workshop—8 as talks and 10 as posters. In addition to oral
and poster paper presentations, LAW-DMR also featured invited talks by Joyce Chai (University of
Michigan) and Stephan Oepen (University of Oslo), and a panel session discussion of the topic, “What
is the future of linguistic annotation?”

We thank the Association for Computational Linguistics’ Special Interest Group for Annotation (ACL
SIGANN), our organizing committee, for its continuing organization of the LAW workshops, and the
EMNLP 2021 workshop chairs for their support. We are grateful to all of the authors for submitting their
papers to the workshop and our program committee members for their dedication and their thoughtful
reviews. Finally, we thank our invited speakers and panelists for making the workshop a uniquely
valuable discussion of linguistic annotation research.

Special Theme: Multi-layered and Multi-modal Annotations
Given that this is the first joint LAW and DMR workshop, this year’s theme was to explore multi-layered
annotations, and how different types of annotations can be brought together to enhance progress towards
true understanding. This includes papers on the broadening and deepening existing annotation schemas,
as well as annotations going beyond text to mark up head movements.
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