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Message from the Program Chairs

This is the fourth edition of the Workshop on Computational Models of Reference, Anaphora and
Coreference (CRAC). CRAC was first held in New Orleans three years ago in conjunction with NAACL
HLT 2018. But the workshop series dates back to its predecessor, the Coreference Resolution Beyond
OntoNotes (CORBON) that started in 2016, and have arguably become the primary forum for
coreference researchers to present their latest results since the demise of the Discourse Anaphora and
Anaphor Resolution Colloquium series in 2011. While CORBON focused on under-investigated
coreference phenomena, CRAC has a broader scope, covering all cases of computational modeling of
reference, anaphora, and coreference.

CRAC 2021 continued to attract a large number of very high quality papers. Specifically, we received
19 submissions which were rigorously reviewed by two to three program committee members. Based
on their recommendations, we initially accepted 13 papers and conditionally accepted 3 papers. The
three conditionally accepted papers were eventually accepted to the workshop after we made sure that
the authors adequately addressed the reviewers’ comments in the final camera-ready version. Overall,
we were pleased with the large number of submissions as well as the quality of the accepted papers.

In 2021 we continued the two initiatives we started last year. First, with the goal of having a broad
technical program, we introduced different paper categories. In addition to research papers, we
welcomed survey papers, position papers, challenge papers, and demo papers. In each of these paper
categories, authors were expected to report completed work. To encourage researchers to report work in
progress and/or late-breaking results, we introduced another submission type, extended abstracts. Our
second initiative involved recognizing outstanding research submitted to the workshop via a best paper
award.

This is the first year where we have organized a joint CODI-CRAC shared task on modeling coreference
in dialog. In addition, this year we have several EMNLP findings papers that are going to be presented
at the workshop. This should allow researchers who did not participate in the workshop to disseminate
their work to a smaller and more focused audience which should promote interesting discussions.

We are grateful to the following people, without whom we could not have assembled an interesting
program for the workshop. First, we are indebted to our program committee members. This year we
were able to recruit enough reviewers that the reviewing load was on an average of two papers per
reviewer. All of them did the incredible job of completing their reviews in a short reviewing period.
Second, we thank Ido Dagan for accepting our invitation to be this year’s invited speaker. Ido will give
a talk on Modeling informational relations across multiple texts. Third, we thank Massimo Poesio for
agreeing to chair a plenary session that focuses on the topic of developing Universal Anaphora (UA), a
unified, language-independent markup scheme that reflects common cross-linguistic understanding of
reference-related phenomena. Motivated by Universal Dependencies, UA aims to facilitate referential
analysis of the similarities and idiosyncrasies among typologically different languages, support
comparative evaluation of anaphora resolution systems and enable comparative linguistic studies.
Finally, we would like to thank the workshop participants for joining in.

We hope you will enjoy it as much as we do!

— Sameer Pradhan, Maciej Ogrodniczuk, Yulia Grishina, and Vincent Ng
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