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Preface

Welcome to the 2nd Workshop on Computational Approaches to Discourse, CODI 2021! CODI is
intended to provide a venue for researchers working on all aspects of discourse. Our aim is to provide a
venue for the entire discourse processing community where we can present and exchange our theories,
algorithms, software, datasets, and tools.

The workshop consists of invited talks, contributed paper and demo presentations, and discussion
sessions. We received paper submissions that span a wide range of topics, addressing issues related
to discourse representation and parsing, anaphora and coreference resolution, dialogue, applications, and
more. As the workshop is hybrid this year, papers are presented live either in person or remotely and
discussed during live Q&A sessions. There will also be prerecorded videos available.

We are happy that CODI 2021 features two shared tasks. The CODI-CRAC 2021 shared task on
anaphora, bridging, and discourse deixis resolution in dialogue is a joint shared task between the
CODI and CRAC workshops at EMNLP. This shared task goes beyond previous ones as its input
is transcribed spoken dialogue, and in that it includes anaphoric relations beyond coreference. This
effort is spearheaded by Carolyn Rosé. The DISRPT 2021 shared task continues a series of successful
DISRPT shared tasks on discourse segmentation, relation classification and connective detection. The
organization team is led by Amir Zeldes. As we hope that the next CODI workshops will also
feature shared tasks and other special events, the workshop also includes a discussion on future shared
tasks, special sessions on discourse representation and parsing, coreference resolution, and multilingual
discourse processing.

We thank our invited speakers, Jackie Chi Kit Cheung, McGill University, who works on language
understanding and question answering in context, and Vera Demberg, Saarland University, who works
on computational and cognitive models of text generation and understanding. We would also like
to thank our reviewers for their thoughtful and instructive comments. They helped us to prepare an
inclusive workshop program. Finally we would like to thank the EMNLP 2021 workshop chairs Parisa
Kordjamshidi and Minlie Huang who organized the EMNLP workshop program under very challenging
circumstances.

The CODI Organizers,

Chloé Braud, Christian Hardmeier, Junyi Jessy Li, Annie Louis, Michael Strube, and Amir Zeldes
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