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AN ESENIE (NMT) 8% RAZL EMEMESIERIGER), 5 WS ZERRINGE, s
TS IE ORI S, (BREAEIE ST BIFERd | &R SE B ET
M AR HEFI A - T BRI X EF R, AR T EREFNREE, BHETH
BRI S FREREREMS, FIREMERERIEFEIERNEER, NmiE
FHEANBERIENE R E - X3 T REERER 22 AR R AIHZRE, ZE AR
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SRIER-E . T S FIRTF1.19, 0.72, 1.35FIBLEU{E, [ R 7]
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Inter-layer Knowledge Distillation for Neural Machine
Translation

Jin Chang, Duan Renchong, Xiao Nini, Duan Xiangyu
(Natural Language Processing Laboratory,Soochow University,Suzhou,Jiangsu 215006)

Abstract

Neural Machine Translation (NMT) usually adopts a multilayer neural network model
structure, and as the number of network layers deepens, the features obtained become
more and more abstract, but in existing neural machine translation models, the high-
level abstract information is only utilized in predicting the distribution. To make better
use of such information, this paper proposes Inter-layer Knowledge Distillation, which
aims to transfer the abstract knowledge from the higher layer networks to the lower
layer networks, so that the lower layer networks can capture more useful information
and thus improve the translation quality of the whole model. Unlike the traditional
knowledge distillation of teacher model and student model,Inter-layer Knowledge Dis-
tillation achieves knowledge migration between different layers within the same model.
Through experiments on three datasets of Chinese-English, English-Romanian, and
German-English, the results demonstrate that the inter-layer distillation method can
*indicates corresponding author.
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effectively improve the translation performance by enhancing the BLEU values of 1.19,
0.72, and 1.35 on Chinese-English, English-Romanian, and German-English, respec-
tively, and also demonstrate that the effective use of high-level information can improve
the translation quality of neural network models.

Keywords: knowledge distillation , neural network , neural machine translation ,
information transfer

1 5§

Huj, ®WEVL23801%E (Neural Machine Translation, NMT) K& E AL 0914 667055 2|
i B REME, FER 2 HAUE O S BUR T St L35 B 3% (Brown et al., 1993; Koehn et al.,
2003), B AWLEZS B AU ) E L o A VLER BT RS T A 1Y & B (Sutskever
et al., 2014; Bahdanau et al., 2014; Vaswani et al., 2017), H A HVaswani%(2017)f %
FFE201 74 $ H I TransformerfB R B N T MANLES BIF R E WA, X B TIESHE M
ZRNN (Recurrent Neural Network) (Cho et al., 2014), £AHICIZM4SLSTM (Long Short-
Term Memory) (2014), HEFAMZMLCNN (Convolutional Neural Network) (Gehring et al.,
2017)8A!, Transformer®f FF BT R 2ETES VLA, H BB HITHIIZGRREHE
TFHIPERE -

Transformer>¥ F i #5- AR D 2 FONE SR o % Y 25 R 65 25 0 EHINJZ A [R] A0 ) 4% 2 HE 2 1
B, STAERTEWA T, RimSEMNKEREEZZERE L ERR, MEEmaSiRE
Pt A B ATE ST B AIEHEDD HORAE A BT AU, RGBS B 7 - AT &R
Mese A e Z EMg i, EXNE UERSEMMER, BEEINEMENLEEIFER
Gir, mEMWEERSETN AR BAE - 8T B AXEER, AR T ZEER
BT, B E WS HRE B RS IREM L, 152 LS G205 58I ERfh R
FIFIER, IR MR AERE, REEERE -

A EZETTRAR LUS AN =TT 1) 2 [BIANRZ 08 54 77 V2R S i LR FH = 2 1 42
MLERIERE; 2)& ZEENREBERIINNEEERE, Bidm G —EN%Z, B2EMEE
RERS BRI B 2 S vt 7S 2 S BT AT DUR R R AT A28 - 3)FERF Z R %0
REEBBOT T =ME BB, ERIEEESEAD, BN RIER - EET, B3F
HFETT T ML an B AR T PR RE -

LRI TN AL |2 &5 B E 2 i AL 2 B A ¢ TAERI AR 22 A S AT
FE3TRNBR A FHRZ BT BT R A BE R SR RN SIS R, S5 TR S
LEFHAT T, BB EE 2.

2 HXIIE

KRN A Z ZMEE B R R AN 2 BIE A X TAEFM AR R PHE AR - FX 2
Z M5 B ARSI R T/E: Dou® A (Dou et al., 2020)%& IR 2 Transformer7E 317 fE G B H A
HTwmisfimiasis —ZNER, MAK TIREMERNEE, M TRESEMEEREN
FIFHZ, AR H T ZF 2 BRI SRELE 75 R R B G BAERE M &5 72 HH iR 1L ]
Al - He%% A\ (He et al., 2018) & M Transformer (1 28 71T B I 5 a5 R A 25 TE B T I ip 24 AR
HEI T iE —ERER, MEESSIIRES T RS ZRE L &R RER A EE
W SIESRENERE, AR R A i R R D v 2R AR B B2 Z R TR T

B,

2L A BTG PR LS BN, BB (5 2 B E SRR I ZR BN XE 723K PRAY
I H 2 e E A2 2IPR S - T A Hinton%5 A (Hinton et al., 2015)%& H B R0 IH 7= 8 77 ¥ N REf% ¢
PRASEAY B 4 [R] F PRUEPERE - ENIRZR TR AENS e B J O SO ABE B 0 R 03 7% 2] 18] 88 1) 2 AR R A
R R, ORI B E SRR R, MEERESHER/D, BERGIE . #id
FIRZEN, AR R RIAT LOE L SR AL, N SE A %2 M4 X 2R ZE M
LR RARIRCR -

Hinton%§ A (2015)5% F # TR ZL i 0 43 A A 0 e, A R E £ R #UM iR
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H193 70 - Jiao%E N (Jiao et al., 2019) I\ HEFEE SHEMER IR EEMNEBEEERE, XX T HR
EBEHMECEE, R, MR EREREMREIENARRFTITER, A E% E R
BN S T T AR R B 2 TE AR 4> o Suns A(Sun et al., 2019)IA 9 R B UM T £ 5 — 2 1
TR 43 A7 2 AN E Y, H (8] 4% FORRAE R A R ANME - Zhang® A (Zhang et al., 2019)#&H T
B, BREFEMEEZMIIBERZEMYE, FREEMEREBHEFENERNEER,
NI IR E AR MERE, ML TESRAIREE, ISR EE - A SCH R B 5R &
%5 Zhang(2019) KL, B H ML Z B G B TR NI FRERE, XKIFEEEW
Se1) MASUEPAFE, Zhang®E A (2019) SRAFZResNet B8 FTERES ZEE S 2, T
FATRET Transfomerf®@ R IEIFAESS, 2) BATHE—PRE T SERENBOR, B - ER A HES
ANREZRBRS R E T, AT EE e ae -

3 BERIRZER

TEART FEA TN BE RZ R FRZEE T, BATEBEE 5 B0, — 2 B
R B — R AR . ST RT HN R RIS E RS Z SR A, Mt Al
NERGZEFMETMEBBEHAR (M=1,2,34,5) - R 7SI EORERE 22 AR HHEE
%, BATHE T =FARMZEE A, 1) BRERESMENRZEBHKD (Hidden Knowledge
Distillation) « 2)/Z [EF & 7 EMERIFIIRZIEAKD (Attention Knowledge Distillation) - 3)/2
[ HE 2R 4 AR R AIVRZEMEPKD  (Probability Knowledge Distillation) - ZEVIZRAISFEF, hEUm
TRALE T BRI E R TING, D R BT 2R VR AT )11 55

i

TER IR

AKD

o "—-III I ]
B0 H BN

1 N
meeeh, KRS

- 1
| BfrasElEs A | N .
-
- _‘j

T R SR
(A1 #350)

A 1: HKDFAIAKDZEE 5 =T &

3.1 HKD

Tk Oy AT 2 5] Oy BUMR B ORI, Bl TS Seiind 25 0 R (A R REIR SR SE R, 4
FI1FR o ZSundE A (2019)RE &, AT R Oy 22 ERAA Oy BOT AL 2253 V3 — L5 IRSIRAS
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Z B35 I RRAENFR N IR R R A, HKDIRR R A AT -

N s t
h; ; h; .
Lukp = W ;22 (1l<=j<=M-1) (1)
i=1 || || S . | Al
- 1,

HAMERBEREOZE, b BB EREZ RN, R mlsatiE —RRER
A&, NERGHEARKANEL, EhRsFleRX o P2 BB A O BUMER - HKDJ7 A28 5 11
HEPRREC:

L= Lce+aLukp (2)
T

Log = —Y_log (P (Y |V<i; X)) (3)
t=1

Lep W ER LS B EMHCBEREE, XERBERA T, TH B WA T K
B, P (Y |Yer; X )RR B iR B A R o o2 2E, ARSI DR At
1 -

g Ju [ S
f f R
i
1 t ) Yl
HR g — M PKD
1 1 sl |9
T NI |2
eaﬁ_{b i
4 fBmm—
EHREERA
=zl
(AEBH)

K 2. PKDZEE /=AY A

3.2 AKD

ZH|Jiao% AN (2019) 5%, BNFEREHEIEEREKREMEBERFEER, LRI EER N
MR X PP A AT R B 2 A kD AR A B 2 1) i P AR 2 5 1 E R 43
WE 1R -« TransformerF KPR L KFERB IVLSE, L LEBAIVLSINEE AKX IR

MultiHead (Q, K,V ) = concat (headl, ..., head, ) w° (4)
head; (Q, K,V ) = Attention (Q WiQ, K WZ-K, 1% Wi‘/) (5)
. QK"
Attention | Q, K,V |= softmax 1% 6
(Q ) ! ( Vi (6)
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:/E\:IZFIWO c thdemodel’ WQ c Rdmodelek’ Wk' c Rdmodelek , WV c Rdmodelevi%%Eq%éi‘l‘é
JEIINE, headBARZKEB NN - dFRKIAERE, HE T—DMEBIERIE . AKDH#R

h h
LAKD:MSE<ZA‘§J,ZA§> (l<=j<=M-1) (7)
i=1 i=1
HAWNERIRONE, MFBOREMEEL A7 RIS R E 01 Sk 1R s & s s i
BAKERE, ADNSERE R LR RIS SIS EER I, EARs IR X ) 2 A
TARRETERAL, MSE()FRE ZHREE - AKDJTAZIE S BR8N

L= Lecg+alLakp (8)

3.3 PKD

A NFTEA RN BRI AAFRRIEPKD « 2R, SHBUTRELRLL, T ihet
WRERBAFERE N ENIN T —RE&MRIE N LR, DESEMR A& MANHER . iR
BRI Dy 2 A AR T i 2 2= Mlsoftmax 2 705115 B E T 5046, PKDa# sz 73/ HF 37 e 58
ROy AR AL ] 22 R RRL ) RRIERS - AESEIR AP AT L= T Dh UM RN Dy 22 AR AR g =
HIZ4 . PKDIRKBRECAT AT

LpPkD IKL(Qj,qt) (I<=j<=M-1) (9)

q' = softmax (hi W) (10)

HApiRoR 2 A A 5l 38 Oh ZOM AR A BIREIRAS, WhEIH ZME, KL(.)F ~Kullback-
Leibler HUE, FRMEN MERDMHER . MFRBHESEEL o RIS 52T
AT, ¢ FRONEE S e — BT A, EFRsHIeR X o th 2 R BRI ET A . PKDA
ARSI HFR RN :
L = Lce+aLpkp (11)

3.4 SERGE

H T HRIREME R FIRERENRZEM S, ASCRH T =MARRZEB A, BE2HTH
2E BTN BN T [/ — Mg, M4 m ZRMERERE B E R, tHE#m
1. XL A REEBAES AT R AR, KEM SRR = E ML, NI &2 M
LEEMMBRENR, mEERE . ETXNERE, TAIMEH TSRS REOR - tnE2E & H
SLFTR, UM EERE, #HT R R EARME, BAOTARSEMBUTER S5, (XOGED
2RI LTS . N TR RASEGRSE TIERERE, TR S H SRS HT T
XSRS, SRS LR WS T VERE AT o ASCER TIHRISESS 2 Fh, Hp st AR BN T 280k
LERREOR

4 SEE
4.1 BIEE£

ARAE-T, FEB A GRS F TS oRIE A T T R e R - TR EIEESS
H 5 FH 8O 48 0% HIWSLT 14 (2014 International Workshop on Spoken Language Transla-
tion, IWSLT’14) , E&FATIERILTAA], FAMOSES® A Z #1743 iR F sk I 6] F K
L1758 A)F, BRI167 HFATEEE, MR HIWSLT14.TED.dev2010~ IWSLT14.TED.t
$t2010 ~ IWSLT14.TED.dev2012 ~ IWSLT14.TED.tst2011F1IWSLT14.TED.tst20123£6750%] -
F BXF BB RO R E R R 4 B AT T 5 15 X 4R A% (Sennrich et al., 2015) (Byte Pair Encod-
ing, BPE) #1534 BIIAHE, HEFARA/NNGC628, MEIEIREK H8844 -

- BRSSP A R EIE R BEWMT 16 (2016 Third Conference on Machine Trans-
lation, WMT’16 ) , SNgRiER61 7 A], Tl 1R FAnewsdev2016Finewstest201653 FIE F 4

http://www.statmt.org/moses/
"https://github.com/moses-smt /mosesdecoder /scripts/tokenizer /tokenizer.perl
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MERFIMNREE - FOBERN D 5 e I RHE FER A RS ab 3, 15 K/ R 3.5 7 FIER A1
%,
R B S P O R BUIE ok B 1B IR BX B (Linguistic Data  Con-
sortium, LDC) , H il & % & 512507 A7), F 4] £ FINIST06 (1664F] ) 1E A
3% UE %, f#f FINIST02- NIST03- NIST04- NIST05- NIST08 ( 4 & £ & F 17 A
X878~ 919~ 1788~ 1082~ 13576)) 1E MM 5 - 43 Bl X A 5 3T K 3 17 5 77 %) 8 75 &b
, HERRCRE 42, ERE RIS -

4.2 RS

SESS T B SR B T T IR Bfairseq? (Ott et al., 2019)HEZE, i i Transformer{E 5 &
MMEERG, HEMOESERESMASEZREEZ . O TH-EHEERINXES
Abatch ™ % £ 6 75750017, 2% >) F Fldropout 4 Bl 270.0005 F10.3, 5 i 1 £3 (0 4% i 4k
H2048, TER T KIANECR8 . W T IE-SEEIE £ B M batch P & £ G #8192 A, 22 3] FKix
H70.0005, dropoutH0.1, R M LS LR 1024, FEETKANECN4 . X TR EL
BEFATFEE B P batchH B8 KIAECH8192, > E % E 50.0003, dropout#0.3, i
Tt e 28 X % A B R 7 T Sk B0 BN 204818 - BT W SESS 35 B T #1571 (Szegedy et
al., 2016) HE70.1, 2FRAHAdamfiiL# (Kingma and Ba, 2014)F1# P R %> R, H
HFILERSECNB = 0.9, B = 0.98, ¢ = 1077 FEMEISES K A A48 & (Wiseman and Rush,
2016) (beam search) HIFETS L, BR 7T H-F P RFTE 425, - F R85 5% B
5o HAth SIS 245 Vaswani® A (2017) 4[] -

ST EEANEAL, TR RIS T, BIRAAX 5 KNG LS NGE B 1A (Papineni
et al., 2002) (BLEU) B4 RiFEAMEIEIZE - N TENEIFEES, WRE&EE TR
AT, HAFFHmulti-bleu. perl® B A3 AT o

4.3 SRR

RUNHTALRBO=MARNEBTAES T EESE LR R, HEFREN
FEVEMARA PG T — IR - HPPKDAE R NALE, HHIEF-E, 1T, HEIEH
BAES ERFT1.19, 0.72, 1.351BLEUE, XEAFIH = ZE M4BT 5 7 F) T 15 5 EY
FEMRERRA - N THKDEB AN, FH-F, E-REFES LA R 5 55K 15
70.65, 0.691"BLEURJEEF, FREAFIH S Z M4 BRIR ARG B RG] T SCE ST f#1iE T
AE - AKDZEIE 7 7 v O BE 0 IS T — @ MR-, WiRARI A & 2 Mg =
REE 5o o 228 ) 4 AR TR R R ) o S R R F AR 28 58 — B AE N D 2 B R AR A 1T )2 R AR 2R
W, FIREATEERR TAFEREE R 2 AR AT (B SRR T T RE R RE e, 1
YHSEIGSE R W2 -

GRS ,
’?“/g*/\éﬁ o %_—!—P
FRAGE NIST02 NIST03 NIST04 NIST05 NIST0S AVG BT R
HIERS || 47.29 46.57 47.52 46.56 37.79  45.15 || 34.53 || 34.14

HKD 47.27 46.77 47.77 47.62 38.17 45.52 || 35.18 || 34.83
AKD 47.59 46.17 47.47 47.46 37.72 45.28 || 34.89 || 34.33
PKD 47.99 47.95 48.46 48.28 39.03 46.34 || 35.25 || 35.49

1 BRBER N EERS LRI RE

F2% i T Transformer N FUREANE R Ph 2 AR R HA T 2 (B AR ZR A0 S0 45 51 o SL585%E
PR E- R EOREE, YRAPKD I RORFEATZ0E - SIS UEBINE R AW — ZE R 22 A
EVE R TR A AR p B ERE, FEIE Y DA RN D BB 2 (] (R] PR KA, MERE
BT . WFE2ALIEH, HIEEAIZEIEEMMNRE 1555 3 935.76/134.14, TiiEBEE—
J2 W& A5 O 2 A R R 3 AT J2 R A0 R 25 18 J5 98 T 22 A 88 #4593 7936.91F135.49, BLEURYS
SRR T 1.15801.35, 3R AH 2 (Bl AR 28 8 SL A A TR TS BT L e 3R T -

https://github.com/pytorch/fairseq
3https://github.com/moses-smt /mosesdecoder/blob/master /scripts/generic/multi-bleu.perl

TR B KR, HI66TI-S17500, RIS, I, 2021458 13 E15H.
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h2EEM | & FRE FE F=EFE FUE FhHE
U 35.76 36.91 36.83 36.67 36.54  36.31
Mt 34.14 35.49 35.14 35.04  34.97  34.77

20 P2 A AR G UG T S A 5 R A S

FATHEL T D2 R MBI R T AR IO OR, SEIRAS RANRSITR « SERRH] T AR BT
WIPKDZE T3, H HAES MBS LT T A WEREKS, AT LUAIEE R R EAZRE
JEEEIR Dy AR R HRORAER L, ARG B MR R R B - (E15—3RMETE
- BEsE b AR RS AT LUAS34.82RBLEUME, #id FERETI0.689>, H H il
AR RS (AR — B, MEEEEEE RS REMNSR, TR KRR

EP_E% e P e
KRR NIST02 NIST03 NIST04 NIST05 NIST0S AVG AN
HIERS 47.29 46.57 47.52 46.56 37.79  45.15 || 34.53 || 34.14
PR || 47.21 46.72 48.15 47.32 36.83  45.25 || 34.11 || 34.82

*® 3 Pt AR RS LRI RE

5 SERAHT
5.1 JHELSHT

NTRIEF SRS RERNE, BATY B EHTSEGRGE T T3 SEs, SLiess R
FAFR . LB FAEPKDIIZEE AR, 3 HES N EBIEE BT T 0 Hsess . R T
SEURERZ R AR, 2 AR BT RE S EECRE €, LB Z R EHE
ST R, XN R AR R AR A BE SR SRR A, NI ERIE IR .
S AE, BATEREIT R SERE, T R AR IR A R R RS R S BRI 540, ik
HRZ 2 AR, AR F AR A P EBOm AR s i A\ P22 A . WRAFH AT IR, &
W SHURE R R R AR ZE B BLEUS S8 T R G SERE 2 BIANRER, 5507
B WP EOEENRAESS FATSE0.41, 0.51, 0.884) . SEESGIFRA T 7E R A ATR IR FE
15 SR s B B

N -3 i P
RELRG NIST02 NIST03 NIST04 NIST05 NIST08 AVG EEAE e
EIERG 47.29 46.57 47.52 46.56 37.79  45.15 | 34.53 || 34.14
SRS 47.99 47.95 48.46 48.28 39.03 46.34 | 35.25 || 35.49
ASEEREE || 48.02 46.87 48.87 47.48 3844  45.93 || 34.74 || 34.61

R 4 RESS O BRI

5.2 (RS ST

F5HH T ASCRAPI =MARZEAANESLE, LA R-T RS, B
ZEETANVIDIA Tesla V100 GPUs. W58, FHHKD, AKDRZEE 720 A] AGRIERRAY
SR S EFE AR | B RAE A NPKD, MPKDRE BRI E AR R
BOMEA RN AT, B A BS S B AR I 2R -

5.3 REEB 0T

AN R R DAL A B AT A o el — R RS a0 Oy 22 AR R AT LUA B S R IR I 4%
HUEERTL A TERE - SCRR AR 8-SR - BATE el ML T 2RSS — RS2/
Y o MRS AL B T FERE I, A3 (a) FEIB(b) BT 7 o AT DK 3R v AR 2R A i i 5 — 2 1 LU A

%:JrEEPVr%i%%‘(#)jc%‘Ai% 316 E:T'%Usé;f PRI, HiE, 202148 H13H % 15H
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SRS || BMASE || g E A /F)
EERS 97M 180739
HKD 97M 177671
AKD 97M 179279
PKD 97M 151875

% 5: BRSO T

IBEEEER
it g i

(d) PKDEE

3: EE SRR

s8R, B bR A0 TR A7 BIER T ZRL,  ToiE IR G5 s T A R
B R RIE R, BTLASEEIRRCRAME - FERHPKD T R TR FARZRREE, FATRRE
AT T D2 AL AT AN Oh BT 0 dm i 2 AR A 25 TE B 7 FERE I8, A3 (o) I3 (d) AT LB
. O ERR ) B b &) 73 T ) FIER AR RS S, MOvEUNEEL ) E ) R &
AR, XL E ARG TR AREFMEZNEE, SRR ERIFE TR -

5.4 RBEEBIT

BT AR ZEB AN H#ATTHS, UERENSRAZEB AN . LREHME
EIRHIESE, HM MR REKTHOPKDS R T T HSELR - EeFTR, H
APKDFIHKD, PKDFMAKDEE H A& =FzEid 7= —F# 17 2&00, B2 55 BB
FRAPKDIZET L, MHAAKDAHKDH TSR] K SL50 45 FA — & PRUR R IFIHK D%
K—F . FATEN A FTHKDAH ELPKD, Z8 18 HI % G O 2 A= R0 O 2800 2 AR 2828
TRER AR, M AT BT F RS S R 2T S HEL = A5 R TS B MR 4
i, FrCUME M EFPKD, HAPKDAMHKDH RS i A A 2 5 5 H Z ) 401H - Aok
ME3()MEZ(Q)HF T LLE H, B PKDZ G B2 AR SO AR 33 5 07 46 RE+5 #H
L, BB EFPKD, “H-APKDAAKDW RS AR iR 2 E R,

6 4S5RiE
K T HIFHAHEEHREMERMEER, #H TEEFRZEE, BENETESER
IR G X B ERESS 4, FIHEE L RES ik 5 26 B RAFE, W A3 R A

B ERETEE AW CE, H166T-517501, MPAER:, BIE, 2021458 H13H £ 15H.
(c) 2021 FEFPLFERESUHIESTHTWER
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SEEG RS | PKD  PKD+HKD PKD+AKD AKD+HKD PKD+HKD+AKD
Mt 35.49 35.44 35.39 34.86 35.32

K 6: REARBEBRBIFES LSRR

BIEMERE - Bl LA TransformerEOVEHERIRY, FATSCHR ) =Mz 5 U7 TR, SRR
A 2 A 48 15 B RHIRR W25 BT A2 7T LUR T 2L 28 B R T RO RE - AER R TR,
FrEREZ N REAER A, B 2R AR A H 2 OISR R 4, $2
TR AT B AR H
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