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Abstract
Personage is an important kind of entities in the study of history. Comprehensive understanding
of personage biographies is beneficial for researching into historical events. In the digital era,
many personage biographies are available in digital formats; as a result, it is time-consuming
and labor-intensive for researchers to explore invaluable findings from massive personage
biographies. Facing this situation, researchers may be helped to utilize the information

efficiently with information technologies.

The idea of developing Taiwan Biographical Database (TBDB) was inspired by China
Biographical Database (CBDB) project, and aims to provide digital tools, such as text mining,
social network analysis, and other related tools, for analyzing complex social networks and
broaden research visions in the study of Taiwanese history. Considering the participants’
knowledge of texts and the ability to acquire copyright, the team chooses the “Treatise of
Historical Figures” of the New Edition of Changhua Local Gazetteer, compiled by four of the
team members, as the base text. There are several advantages of this choice. First, the
biographies in the Treatise are written according to the same format; second, the biographies
are rigorously verified; third, they include people from all periods and all walks of life.
Therefore, they should be a good starting point for the TBDB project. Besides learning from
CBDB’s model, the emphasis in developing TBDB is to build attributes for historical figures
that are suited for Taiwan’s historical contexts. Currently, we have built initial versions of basic
search functions, a map which shows the geographical distribution of historical figures, and
social network analysis tools. They are now open to the public in order to optimize and debug.
In the future, we will continue to increase both the quality and quantity of the database and also
develop new analysis tools.

This speech introduces the development of a text retrieval and mining system for
Taiwanese historical people -- Taiwan Biographical Database (TBDB). It describes the
characteristics of personages in TBDB, highlights the system architecture and preliminary
achievement of TBDB. Finally, this talk elaborates on the lessons learned through the creation
of TBDB, and the future plans.
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