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Introduction

Parliamentary data is a major source of scholarly and socially relevant content. In line with the trend
towards open access to digitised sources of materials from the public domain, parliamentary records
are available in ever larger quantities and the number of languages for which such records are made
public is also increasing. The materials are accompanied by rich metadata, and in addition there is the
characteristic that the original spoken word sources, traditionally archived in transcribed form only, are
now increasingly released also in audio and video formats. In linguistically and culturally diverse regions
such as Europe there is harmonization of the data curation practices can advance the field significantly.
As a result there is immense potential for developing models for collaborative work, comparative
perspectives and multidisciplinary research, and we envision that the ParlaCLARIN II workshop will
contribute to the further articulation of this agenda.

An inspiring and highly successful first edition of the ParlaCLARIN scientific workshop1 was held
at LREC 2018 and a follow-up developmental workshop was organized by CLARIN ERIC in 2019
under the name ParlaFormat2. These events led to a comprehensive overview3 of a multitude of
existing parliamentary resources worldwide as well as tangible first steps towards better harmonization,
interoperability and comparability of the resources and tools relevant for the study of parliamentary
discussions and decisions.

The second ParlaCLARIN workshop aims to broaden the scope of research questions that is enabled
thanks to proposed data harmonisation approach, as well as to continue the effort of building a
multidisciplinary community around parliamentary data by bringing together developers, curators and
researchers of regional, national and international parliamentary debates that are suitable for research
in disciplines in the Humanities and Social Sciences. We invited unpublished original work focusing
on the compilation, annotation, visualisation and utilisation of parliamentary records as well as linking
or comparing parliamentary records with other datasets of political discourse such as party manifestos,
political speeches, political campaign debates, social media posts, etc. Apart from dissemination of the
results, the workshop also addresses the identified obstacles, discusses open issues and coordinates future
efforts in this increasingly trans-national and cross-disciplinary community.

The accepted papers address the following topics:

• Creation and annotation of parliamentary data in textual and spoken format

• Enrichment of parliamentary data with semantic and name entity tagging

• Querying and visualisation of parliamentary data

• Text mining over parliamentary and other political language data

• Comparative studies of parliamentary corpora

• Diachronic studies based on parliamentary corpora

The workshop programme is composed of a keynote talk by Pola Lehmann and Bernhard Weßels and 13
peer-reviewed papers by 30 authors from 10 countries.

1https://www.clarin.eu/ParlaCLARIN
2https://www.clarin.eu/event/2019/parlaformat-workshop
3https://www.clarin.eu/resource-families/parliamentary-corporaiii



We would like to thank the reviewers for their careful and constructive reviews which have contributed
to the quality of the event.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the main conference is postponed, for this reason, there will be only a
virtual ParlaCLARIN II meeting in May 2020.

D. Fišer, M. Eskevich, F. de Jong May 2020
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