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Preface

The International Conference on Spoken Language Translation (IWSLT) is the premiere annual scientific
conference for the study, development and evaluation of spoken language translation technology.
Launched in 2004 and spun out from the C-STAR speech translation consortium before it (1992-2003),
IWSLT is the main venue for scientific exchange on all topics related to speech-to-text translation,
speech-to- speech translation, simultaneous and consecutive translation, speech dubbing, cross-lingual
communication including all multimodal, emotional, paralinguistic, and stylistic aspects and their
applications in the field. The conference organizes evaluations and workshop sessions around challenge
areas, and presents scientific work and system descriptions.

In 2020, IWSLT joins ACL as the first ACL speech translation conference. It features six challenge
tracks: 1.) Simultaneous speech translation, 2.) Video speech translation, 3.) Offline speech translation,
4.) Conversational speech translation, 5.) Open domain translation, and 6.) Non-native speech
translation. These topics represent open problems toward effective cross-lingual communication and
we expect the community effort and discussion will greatly advance the state of the field. Each track was
coordinated by a chair. The resulting evaluation campaigns attracted a total of 30 teams, from academy
and industry. System submissions resulted in system papers that will be presented at the conference.

The great turnout this year demonstrates the growing academic and commercial interest in spoken
language translation. It has been empowered by growing availability of data resources also facilitated by
the conference over the years. The versatility of neural network models and broad availability of training
frameworks further support this trend as even smaller groups can now tackle complex problems, like
speech translation, directly. Given the growing interest and international demand, we invite researchers
and potential organizers to propose new IWSLT challenges for the future.

Following our call for papers this year, 43 submissions were received. In a blind review process, 9
research papers were selected out of 19 for oral presentation (47%) in addition to 24 system papers. The
program committee is excited about the quality of the accepted papers and expects lively discussion and
exchange at the conference.

The conference chairs and organizers would like to express their gratitude to everyone who contributed
and supported IWSLT. Our IWSLT-20 program exceeds all our expectations in quality and breath,
particularly when considering the challenges during a pandemic under lock-downs and health and travel
restrictions. We thank the challenge track chairs, organizers, and participants, the program chairs and
committee members, as well as all the authors that went the extra mile to submit system and research
papers to IWSLT, and make this year’s conference our most vibrant than ever. We also wish to express
our sincere gratitude to ACL for hosting our conference and for arranging the logistics and infrastructure
that allow us to hold IWSLT 2020 as a virtual online conference.

Welcome to IWSLT 2020, in Seattle, Mountain View or wherever you may be hiding out!

Marcello Federico and Alex Waibel
Conference Chairs
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