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Abstract: The speech translation technology has been widely expected to play an
important role in today global communication. This talk will address activities of a
recently developed international consortium, called Universal Speech Translation
Advanced Research (U-STAR), which composes 26 research organizations from 23
Asian and European countries. This largest research consortium has jointly developed a
network-based speech translation service which supports translation among 23
languages and accepts up to 17 languages speech input. The service has been developed
based on shared language resources in travel and sport domains. Users are able to access
the service via a freely available iPhone application, namely VoiceTra4U-M. This talk
will start by describing the initiation of the U-STAR consortium, followed by
summarizing the development issues on both language resource and system engineering
parts. Some statistics and analyses of the global usage during a few months field-testing
after service launching will be revealed. Finally, challenging issues to improve the
service accuracy and to extend the number of supported languages and translation
domains will be discussed.
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