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 Luis von Ahn is the A. Nico Habermann Associate Professor of 

Computer Science at Carnegie Mellon University. He is working to 

develop a new area of computer science that he calls Human 

Computation, which aims to build systems that combine the intelligence of humans and 

computers to solve large-scale problems that neither can solve alone. An example of his work is 

reCAPTCHA, in which over one billion people -- 15% of humanity -- have helped digitize books 

and newspapers. Among his many honors are a MacArthur Fellowship, a Packard Fellowship, a 

Sloan Research Fellowship, a Microsoft New Faculty Fellowship, the ACM Grace Hopper 

Award, and CMU's Herbert A. Simon Award for Teaching Excellence and Alan J. Perlis 

Teaching Award. He has been named one of the "50 Best Brains in Science" by Discover 

Magazine, one of the 50 most influential people in technology by silicon.com, and one of the 

"Brilliant 10 Scientists" by Popular Science Magazine.  

  

 


