Session 1
Chair: John Hutchins

Introduction

The presentations in the first half day of this workshop will be raising many issues
in the use and practical viability of MT and MAT software. For any potential user
it is essential to find out as much as possible about the experience of others, in
particular the details of the economics of using computer-aided translation. This is
the topic of our first talk. One impediment to effective utilization has been the lack
of interface uniformity and compatibility of different translation systems and tools;
this problem is being addressed by the OTELO project, which is the topic of our
second talk. A leading role for many years in the development of MT systems,
translation tools and terminological databases has been taken by the European
Commission; this morning we shall be hearing about recent progress in the
development of its EURAMIS workstation.

John Hutchins

John Hutchins is president of the European Association for Machine Translation.
He is the author of a number of articles on machine translation, he has given
presentations to many MT conferences since the late 1970s, and has written two
books on the subject: a history published in 1986, and a textbook (jointly with
Harold Somers) in 1992. At present he is also chief editor of MT News
International, the thrice-yearly newsmagazine of the International Association for
Machine Translation.
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