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System Category: Research

Hardware and Software: LISP, C, Unix scripts running on Sun Spare 10 and scanner
Functionality Description: General-purpose Japanese-English MT

Knowledge-based machine translation (KBMT) techniques yield high quality in domains
with detailed semantic models, limited vocabulary, and controlled input grammar. Scaling
up along these dimensions means acquiring large knowledge resources. It also means
behaving reasonably when definitive knowledge is not yet available. This presentation
describes JAPANGLOSS, a broad-coverage Japanese-English MT system that uses robust
statistical techniques to fill various KBMT knowledge gaps. JAPANGLOSS has been
under development at USC/ISI since January, 1994.

We will describe JAPANGLOSS and demonstrate the software within a prototype
translating photocopier called AUTOSCRIBE.
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