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PREFACE 

Natural Language Processing is increasingly moving away from the idea of handcoding 
grammars and systems, and the NeMLaP series of conferences has encouraged the 
exploration of new approaches to all aspects of the field. The techniques NeMLaP portrays 
tend to move away from the symbolic toward the cormectionist and the statistical, and otten 
have a learning flavour about them. 

The ACL Special Interest Group on Natural Language Learning last year initiated the 
CoNLL series which focus specifically on Learning, so it is highly appropriate that the two 
conferences, originally scheduled for two different cities in Australia, should be held jointly 
to maximize the interaction 19etween tlae two groups. 

The timing of the conference is a bit unusual for those used to conferences in the northern 
summer, and a bit difficult for those who only have short breaks. But attending conferences 
in our winter semester is something Australians are used to, and the European members of 
the organizing committee were keen on the idea of escaping their winter Ibr a while. The 
distance is also a big factor, and combining a joint conference with a series of other events 
has enabled us to maintain both a good number of papers and a high level of refereeing - at 
the main conferences we have 32 papers being presented out of 40 odd submissions. 

This volume is a bit unusual in one respect, in that we are including the papers from the 
associated workshops: the Workshop on Human Computer Conversation which is being held 
in association with the Loebner Prize in Sydney before the joint conference, and the 
Workshop on Paradigms and Grounding in Langu.age Learning which is being held in 
Adelaide following the conferences. We felt that registrants and purchasers of the 
proceedings would appreciate having the additional papers, given that the cost of adding 
them was less than the cost of producing separate proceedings for the workshops. 

We trust that you will enjoy your time in Australia and will fred the events worthwhile, 
We look forward to seeing you. 

David Powers 
Flinders University 

° . °  
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