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Introduction

Welcome to the ACL 2012 Student Research Workshop. As was the case last year, this year we
have solicited and accepted both Research and Thesis Proposal papers. We accepted 14 out of the 31
submissions that we received from students in a wide variety of countries. Two papers were withdrawn,
and 12 will be presented as posters during the main ACL 2012 Poster Session. We have paired senior
members of the research community with each student in order to provide feedback and guidance to
our student authors.

The overall quality of the submissions was high and we thank our Program Committee for their
excellent feedback and reviews. We also thank our Faculty Advisors, Kentaro Inui, Greg Kondrak,
and Yang Liu, for their guidance. We were able to provide most students with conference registration
and travel stipends thanks to generous support from the U.S. National Science Foundation, the ACL
Walker Student Fund, and the Asian Federation of Natural Language Processing. Finally, thank you
and congratulations to all of our Student Research Workshop presenters.

iii





Student Co-Chairs

Jackie C. K. Cheung, University of Toronto
Jun Hatori, University of Tokyo
Carlos Henriquez, Technical University of Catalonia
Ann Irvine, Johns Hopkins University

Faculty Advisors

Kentaro Inui, Tohoku University
Greg Kondrak, University of Alberta
Yang Liu, University of Texas at Dallas

Student Program Committee Members:

Shafiq Joty, University of British Columbia, Canada
Annie Louis, University of Pennsylvania, USA
Courtney Napoles, Johns Hopkins University, USA
Jason Naradowsky, University of Massachusetts at Amherst, USA
Vahed Qazvinian, University of Michigan, USA
Sravana Reddy, The University of Chicago, USA
Alan Ritter, University of Washington, USA
Nathan Schneider, Carnegie Mellon University, USA
Ashish Vaswani, University of Southern California, USA
Ainur Yessenalina, Cornell University, USA

Non-Student Program Committee Members:

Anabela Barreiro, INESC-ID, Portugal
Anja Belz, University of Brighton, UK
Steven Bethard, University of Colorado, USA
Michael Bloodgood, University of Maryland, USA
Giuseppe Carenini, University of British Columbia, Canada
Colin Cherry, National Research Council, Canada
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