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Preface 

On behalf of everyone who was involved in SENSEV AL-2, we are happy to provide this volume of 
papers by the teams who participated in SENSEV AL-2, the second organized evaluation of word sense 
disambiguation systems. This volume constitutes the proceedings of the Second International Workshop 
on Evaluating Word Sense Disambiguation Systems that was held on July 5-6, 2001 in Toulouse (in 
conjunction with the 391h Annual Meeting of the ACL). 

Everyone who participated in SENSEV AL-2 by either submitting a system or organizing a task was 
invited to submit a 4-page paper to this proceedings. Every paper would be accepted, but each paper 
would be reviewed by at least two reviewers. If one submitted a paper, then they agreed to be a reviewer, 
thus the reviewing committee is the set of authors. 

Many people and organisations contributed to the success of SENSEV AL-2 and the workshop. 
Foremost, of course, are all the teams who submitted systems to be evaluated and the other teams 
(sometimes the same ones) who designed and organized tasks for those systems to compete in. These 
researchers form the core of the SENSEVAL community, and their papers are included within this 
proceedings. 

We thank the panel organisers and, of course, the many panelists, including Dan Flickinger (YY & 
CSLI), Anna Samiotou (ESTeam AB), Steve Finch (Infogistics), and Patrick Hanks (Lingomotors). 
Diana McCarthy and Michael Oakes coordinated and put together the page of system descriptions. Patrick 
Saint-Dizier and his crew provided the local arrangements, including a most memorable lunch. 

A special thanks goes to Randee Tengi for providing an advance-release of WordNet 1.7 specially for 
SENSEVAL. 

We'd also like to thank the many sponsors of this essentially volunteer effort. The workshop, an 
ACL-SIGLEX event, was supported by EURALEX, ELSNET, EPSRC (grant GR/R02337/0l -MATS), 
ELRA, and Pearson Education. Sharp Laboratories of Europe provided the main SENSEV AL-2 website, 
and the University of Pennsylvania the download site. The English tasks were sponsored by EPSRC 
(grant GR/R02337/0l - MATS), the National Science Foundation (NSF-9800658 - VerbNet, NSF-
9910603 -ISLE), DARPA (TIDES - PennTools), and the University of Pennsylvania. The Swedish 
organisers would like to thank The Swedish Council for Research in the Humanities and Social Sciences 
(HSFR) for providing financial support for the coordination of the task. The Estonian project (task) was 
sponsored in part by the Estonian Science Foundation (Grant No. 4467). 

Scott Cotton, Phil Edmonds, Adam Kilgarriff, Martha Palmer 
SENSEV AL-2 Committee 

Judita Preiss, David Yarowsky 
Proceedings Editors 

October 2001 
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