
UDW 2023

The Sixth Workshop on Universal Dependencies (UDW,
GURT/SyntaxFest 2023)

Proceedings of the Conference

March 9-12, 2023



The UDW organizers gratefully acknowledge the support from the following
sponsors.

The Georgetown College of Arts & Sciences, the Georgetown Faculty of
Languages and Linguistics, and the Georgetown Department of Linguistics

ii



©2023 Association for Computational Linguistics

Order copies of this and other ACL proceedings from:

Association for Computational Linguistics (ACL)
209 N. Eighth Street
Stroudsburg, PA 18360
USA
Tel: +1-570-476-8006
Fax: +1-570-476-0860
acl@aclweb.org

ISBN 978-1-959429-34-0

iii



Introduction

Universal Dependencies (UD) is a framework for cross-linguistically consistent treebank annotation that
has so far been applied to over 100 languages and aiming to capture similarities as well as idiosyncrasies
among typologically different languages but also to facilitate multilingual natural language processing
and enable comparative linguistic studies. The goal of the UD workshop is to bring together researchers
working on UD, to reflect on the theory and practice of UD, its use in research and development, and
its future goals and challenges. The Sixth Workshop on Universal Dependencies (UDW 2023) is for the
first time part of GURT 2023, an annual linguistics conference held at Georgetown University which this
year co-locates four related but independent events:

• The Seventh International Conference on Dependency Linguistics (Depling 2023)

• The 21st International Workshop on Treebanks and Linguistic Theories (TLT 2023)

• The Sixth Workshop on Universal Dependencies (UDW 2023)

• The First International Workshop on Construction Grammars and NLP (CxGs+NLP 2023)

The Georgetown University Round Table on Linguistics (GURT) is a peer-reviewed annual linguistics
conference held continuously since 1949 at Georgetown University in Washington DC, with topics and
co-located events varying from year to year.
In 2023, under an overarching theme of ‘Computational and Corpus Linguistics’, GURT/SyntaxFest
continues the tradition of SyntaxFest 2019 and SyntaxFest 2021/22 in bringing together multiple events
that share a common interest in using corpora and treebanks for empirically validating syntactic theories,
studying syntax from quantitative and theoretical points of view, and for training machine learning mod-
els for natural language processing. Much of this research is increasingly multilingual and cross-lingual
and requires continued systematic analysis from various theoretical, applied, and practical perspectives.
New this year, the CxGs+NLP workshop brings a usage-based perspective on how form and meaning
interact in language.
For these reasons and encouraged by the success of the previous editions of SyntaxFest, we —the chairs
of the four events— decided to facilitate another co-located event at GURT 2023 in Washington DC.
As in past co-located events involving several of the workshops, we organized a single reviewing process,
with identical paper formats for all four events. Authors could indicate (multiple) venue preferences, but
the ultimate assignment of papers to events for accepted papers was made by the program chairs.
33 long papers were submitted, 11 to Depling, 16 to TLT, 10 to UDW and 10 to CxGs+NLP. The program
chairs accepted 27 (82%) and assigned 7 to Depling, 6 to TLT, 5 to UDW and 9 to CxGs+NLP.
16 short papers were submitted, 6 of which to Depling, 6 to TLT, 10 to UDW and 2 to CxGs+NLP. The
program chairs accepted 9 (56%) and assigned 2 to Depling, 2 to TLT, 3 to UDW, and 2 to CxGs+NLP.
Our sincere thanks go to everyone who is making this event possible: everybody who submitted their
papers; Georgetown University Linguistics Department students and staff—including Lauren Levine,
Jessica Lin, Ke Lin, Mei-Ling Klein, and Conor Sinclair—for their organizational assistance; and of
course, the reviewers for their time and their valuable comments and suggestions. Special thanks are
due to Georgetown University, and specifically to the Georgetown College of Arts & Sciences and the
Faculty of Languages and Linguistics for supporting the conference with generous funding. Finally, we
would also like to thank ACL SIGPARSE for its endorsement and the ACL Anthology for publishing the
proceedings.
Owen Rambow, François Lareau (Depling2023 Chairs)
Daniel Dakota, Kilian Evang, Sandra Kübler, Lori Levin (TLT2023 Chairs)
Loïc Grobol, Francis Tyers (UDW2023 chairs)
Claire Bonial Harish Tayyar Madabushi (CxG+NLP2023 Chairs)
Nathan Schneider, Amir Zeldes (GURT2023 Organizers)
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