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Message from the General Chair

It is my great pleasure and honor to welcome you to the 64th Annual Meeting of the Association for
Computational Linguistics (ACL 2026), held in San Diego, California, USA, July 2-7, 2026. ACL 2026
continues our field’s tradition of excellence in scholarship, innovation, and inclusivity, and I am deeply
grateful to the many volunteers who have worked tirelessly to bring this event to life.

It is exciting to see the many developments in the field reflected at our conference, such as the advance-
ment of large language models (born out of our community) into many application directions. This is
not without challenges, partly due to unsolved problems, and partly due to misuse of the technology. All
this is reflected well at ACL 2026. The conference also reflects that the field is not only about advancing
technology, but also the science of fundamentally understanding language and how it is use by many
different speaker communities.

I want to express my deepest thanks to our Program Chairs — Maria Liakata, Viviane P. Moreira, Ji-
ajun Zhan, and David Jurgens — who have overseen the reviewing and selection process, and shaped
a compelling and diverse scientific program. It is impossible to overstate how much work and dedica-
tion they put in to make this conference successful. Overall, we received more than 12,148 submissions
and accepted 2,296 at the main conference and 2,163 as findings. This was made possible through
close coordination with the ACL Rolling Review (ARR) team and I sincerely thank them. We are also
deeply grateful to the many senior area chairs, area chairs, reviewers, and the Best Paper Committee (led
by Antonios Anastasopoulos and Eunsol Choi), whose dedication ensured the high quality of our pro-
gram. Isabelle Augenstein served as Conflict Chair to shepherd papers that were submitted by conference
chairs.

I am also grateful to our Technical Open Review Chairs, Shuoyang Ding and Yi R. (May) Fun, for their
behind-the-scenes work. For those joining virtually, our Virtual Infrastructure Chairs — Gael Guibon and
Parisa Kordjamshidi — have worked to make the hybrid conference experience inclusive and engaging.
I would also like to recognize the efforts of our Ethics Chairs — Margaret Mitchell and Paco Guzman
— who have led the work aimed at ensuring that submissions meet the ethical standards of our field.
ACL 2026 hosts a rich set of 37 workshops and 6 tutorials, thanks to the dedicated efforts of our Work-
shop Chairs — Loic Barrault and Yang Zhao — and our Tutorial Chairs — Kenton Murray and Jacob
Andreas. Our Demonstration Track Chairs — Greg Durrett and Ping Jian — have put together an im-
pressive set of system demonstrations of cutting-edge innovations in NLP. I am proud to say that we also
have a rich Industry Track, thanks to Yunyao Li, Georg Rehm, and Mei Tu who created a “conference in
the conference”. Their experience from oraganizing the industry track already last year helped advance
the visibility and impact of the event. We also hosted a special linguistic symposium entitled “Linguistics
and NLP in the LLM Era” which featured Allyson Ettinger, Richard Futrell, Zoey Liu and Tom McCoy.
As is customary, TACL and CL papers are presented at the conference. Thanks go to the TACL Editors-
in-Chief — Asli Celikyilmaz, Roi Reichart, Dilek Hakkani-Tur, and Yun-Nung (Vivian) Chen — and the
CL Editor-in-Chief, Wei Lu, for their coordination efforts.

This conference could only have been made possible thanks to the invaluable work of our ACL Business
Manager and Director of Events, Jenn Rachford, and her team. Our Visa Chairs — David Chiang and
Swabha Swayamdipta — have helped numerous participants with their visa needs and any logistical dif-
ficulties in attending the conference. I also thank our Student Volunteer Chairs — Jingbo Shang, Lianhui
Qin, Xuezhe Ma, and Muhao Chen — for their behind-the-scenes work, which proved indispensable
during the conference.

Additional thanks go to Santosh T.Y.S.S., Juan Diego Rodriguez, and Ona de Gibert, our Student Re-
search Workshop Chairs, who, with the support of faculty advisors Yves Scherrer, Elias Stengel-Eskin,
and Snigdha Chaturvedi, devoted their work to supporting and mentoring the next generation of re-
searchers. They also secured additional funding from the Vienna Meeting Fund — congratulations!

Our Publication Chairs — David Stap, Haoran Xu, and Jan Niehues — have ensured timely and high-
quality conference proceedings. I also thank the Handbook Chairs, Jia Xu and Ryan Cotterell, for assem-
bling the handbook that will guide attendees through the conference program. Of course our conference



could not exist without the support of our sponsors! We are deeply grateful to our Sponsorship Chairs —
Baotian Hu and Steve Richardson — and to Joel Tetrault, ACL’s Sponsorship Director, for securing the
generous support that enables us to keep the conference accessible to as many participants as possible.
Fostering an inclusive environment remains a key goal of ACL. Our Diversity and Inclusion Chairs —
Ximena Gutierrez-Vasques, Anietie Andy, Gabrielle Gaudeau, and Felermino Ali — have worked to
support diverse participation and organize activities that reflect the global nature of our vibrant commu-
nity. An inclusive ACL allows researchers from all areas and backgrounds to contribute, collaborate,
and thrive — enriching both the scientific conversation and the broader societal impact of our work. We
remain committed to building a community where everyone feels welcomed and valued.

Thank you to the Publicity and Social Media Chairs — Raj Dabre, Wei Xu, Flor Miriam Plaza-del-Arco,
Debora Nozza, and Yaping Zhang — for their communication work through social media, extending the
conference’s reach to a wider audience. And this brings me to our Website and App Chairs — Abulhair
Saparov and Najoung Kim — who kept our community informed with timely updates about all aspects
of the conference. The huge number of emails and communications that we received was smoothly
managed throughout the year by our Internal Communication Chairs, Ming Jiang and Margot Mieskes.
We are very grateful!

Last but not least, I wish to thank the ACL Executive Committee for their guidance, and my fellow past
General Chairs for generously sharing their experience and insights.

ACL 2026 is a community-wide effort. Whether you are presenting a paper, leading a workshop or tutori-
al, volunteering, mentoring, supporting or attending to learn and connect, your presence and participation
make a difference at this conference. Thank you for being part of it!

Welcome to San Diego. Welcome to ACL 2026!

Philipp Koehn
Johns Hopkins University
General Chair, ACL 2026
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Message from the Program Chairs

Welcome to the 64th Annual Meeting of the Association for Computational Linguistics! ACL 2026 will
be held in a hybrid format, offering attendees the option to join us in person in San Diego, California, or
to participate remotely from anywhere in the world.

Review Process. All submissions to ACL 2026 went through a two-stage review process. First, papers
were submitted to the ACL Rolling Review (ARR), where they were reviewed by reviewers and received
meta-reviews from Area Chairs. Then, authors had the option to commit their reviewed papers to ACL
via a separate ACL 2026 commitment site. At this stage, Senior Area Chairs provided recommendations,
and the Program Chairs made final acceptance decisions based on SAC recommendations, but also with
a view to obtaining a balanced program and prioritizing work at a mature state of development. This
process is consistent with previous conferences, including ACL 2025, EMNLP 2025, and EACL 2026.
We worked closely with the ARR team, particularly the ARR January 2026 Editors-in-Chief, and served
as guest Editors-in-Chief for this round. We helped recruit new reviewers and Area Chairs to ARR,
resulting in 8,594 reviewers and 1,434 Area Chairs in the January ARR cycle, which received 10,518
submissions. ACL also recruited 255 Senior Area Chairs to oversee the review and meta-review process.
Additionally, we collaborated with the ARR October 2025 cycle, which was shared with EACL 2026,
and received 1,630 submissions listing ACL as their preferred venue. We recruited 23 Senior Area Chairs
and also served as “super” Senior Area Chairs, overseeing the reviewing process of a large number of
submissions.

Coordinating a review process of this scale required the efforts of a large number of volunteers. De-
lays at multiple stages of the process, including reviewing, meta-reviewing, and recommendation, placed
additional burdens on the Program Chairs and ARR Editors. We are particularly grateful to those who ab-
sorbed this additional workload, serving as emergency Reviewers, Area Chairs, and Senior Area Chairs.
For the ACL commitment phase, Senior Area Chairs made recommendations for 6,564 committed papers
based on the reviews, meta-reviews, author responses, and the papers themselves, with final acceptance
decisions made by the Program Chairs. The vast majority of papers committed to ACL 2026 came from
the ARR January 2026 cycle (88%), followed by ARR October 2025 (10.4%). A small number of papers
were committed directly from earlier cycles, including July 2025 (1.2%) and May 2025 (0.4%).

During the ARR review process, reviewers identified many non-existent references, which led to those
submissions being desk rejected. During the final consistency checks of the camera-ready versions of
papers accepted to ACL 2026, we identified over 100 papers that contained citations to non-existent
literature. Since these papers were going to be published and were no longer subject to the anonymity
requirements, WisPaper was used to identify potential citation issues, and then all flagged citations were
reviewed by human experts (PCs and SACs) to confirm that references did not exist. Whether human-
authored or LLM-generated, the inclusion of these non-existent references was a clear violation of the
ACL Policy on Publication Ethics. For this reason, we had to reject such papers at this late stage. We
recommend that future cycles should run such checks both at the submission stage and at the camera-
ready stage to prevent the contamination of the scientific literature with false references and to identify
such cases as early as possible.

Acceptance Rate. In total, there are 2,296 papers accepted to the Main Conference and 2,163 papers
accepted to Findings. The acceptance rate calculation follows the precedent set by previous conferences
that go through ACL Rolling Review (ARR), e.g., ACL 2025. The calculation takes into account the
multi-stage process of ARR, in which a paper may be revised in ARR and later committed to the con-
ference. In total, we had 12,148 unique submissions across the October 2025 (1,630) and January 2026
ARR (10,518). The acceptance rate is 18.9% for Main Conference papers and 17.8% for Findings papers.

Special Theme: Explainability of NLP Models. Following the precedent of theme tracks from previ-
ous events, ACL 2026 features a special theme designed to reflect on and stimulate discourse regarding
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the current trajectory of the NLP field. Explainability encompasses the methodologies and techniques
intended to render the internal mechanisms of complex NLP models, such as Large Language Models
(LLMs), transparent and human-interpretable. It seeks to move beyond the “black box” paradigm, where
predictions are accepted without scrutiny, and instead aims to elucidate the underlying reasoning of spe-
cific model outputs. Explainability is fundamental to establishing trust, ensuring fairness, and enabling
responsible deployment. By identifying a model’s potential dependence on spurious correlations or
inherent societal biases, explainability empowers developers to diagnose system errors, enhance robust-
ness, and ensure accountability. This is particularly vital in high-stakes domains—including healthcare,
finance, and law—where interpreting the rationale behind a decision is as essential as the decision itself.
The theme track invited empirical and theoretical work, as well as surveys and position papers reflecting
on the Explainability of NLP Models. Suggested topics of discussion included: (i) How do explainabil-
ity methods need to be adapted for different model architectures? Can we develop a unified framework
to evaluate explanations across these architectures? (ii) How can we rigorously and quantitatively eval-
uate the quality of an explanation? What metrics can reliably measure the faithfulness (accuracy of
the model’s reasoning) and plausibility (human-perceived reasonableness) of an explanation? (iii) Can
explanations be used to reliably detect when a model is making a biased prediction based on sensitive
attributes? How can input-based explanations help mitigate social biases during model training? (iv)
Can we use explanations to systematically find and fix problems in the training data itself, such as spu-
rious correlations or annotation errors? How can explainability facilitate a human-in-the-loop process
for iterative data refinement? (v) Can we identify specific directions, mechanisms, patterns, or “knobs”
within a model’s internal activations that control high-level behaviors like abstaining from unanswerable
questions? Can we design models that are inherently more interpretable?

We received 124 submissions to the special theme track during the review phase. Among these, 29 papers
were accepted to the main conference and a further 27 to the Findings of ACL 2026. The conference
will also feature a panel discussion on this theme, with leading experts from both academia and industry,
with one of the keynote talks, by Tania Lombrozo, also focused on explainability.

Best Paper Selection. ACL 2026 implemented the updated ACL award policy that seeks to expand
the pool of work recognized as outstanding. In total, 158 papers were nominated by the reviewers, area
chairs, and senior area chairs for awards. The best paper committee assessed these papers to select the
best papers, outstanding papers, and special awards for social impact and best resource. Separately, the
senior area chairs also nominated their favorite papers as SAC Highlights. The selection process was
double-blind, using anonymized camera-ready versions of the papers. The final selection was made by
the best paper committee, and the winners will be announced during the opening ceremony to provide
early recognition of the selected contributions and to maximize their visibility within the conference
program. In addition, we have the 2026 ACL Dissertation Award, the CL high impact paper award, and
the test of time awards.

Program Composition & Presentation Modes. Based on feedback from the conference support staff
and the Underline team after ACL 2025, we decided to hold the virtual presentation sessions during the
main conference. This enables us to align the virtual sessions with time slots that suit participants in
Europe and Asia. This approach allows virtual attendees to participate concurrently with the physical
event, avoiding the need for organizers and attendees to engage with the conference twice and separately.
We recognize that many virtual attendees may not be able to attend keynotes during their scheduled times
at ACL, so we added a third virtual-only keynote in a timezone aligned with Europe and Asia to allow
greater live participation and visibility on this year’s theme.

The in-person conference will hold 7 Oral/Poster Sessions running in parallel across 10 rooms. This
year, 504 main conference papers were selected for oral presentation by the program chairs. The goal
was to create a balanced program that featured a diverse set of topics, rather than selecting papers solely
on the basis of their review scores. To accommodate a larger number of oral presentations, presentation
time was reduced to 8 minutes, followed by 2 minutes of questions. The in-person conference will have
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2,078 poster presentations from Main and Findings papers. Rather than have all posters from a track in
the same session, sufficiently-sized tracks were divided into two or more sessions to allow authors pre-
senting in one session to attend the other poster sessions for their track. This year, Findings papers will
be presented alongside the Main Conference posters, demos, and the Student Research Workshop. This
follows the positive experience and feedback of ACL 2025 of holding Main and Findings posters con-
currently. In addition to the main conference papers, the ACL program also includes 4 papers accepted
by Computational Linguistics (CL) and 27 papers accepted by Transactions of the ACL (TACL). Among
these, 18 journal papers will be presented in person as oral presentations, thematically distributed across
appropriate sessions.

The virtual conference will feature over 1K presentations, including 752 Main Conference and 176 Find-
ings Presentations, as well as Demos, Student Research Workshop, TACL, CL, Industry papers, and a
virtual-only keynote talk.

Keynotes. We are happy to have three keynote talks at the conference, two in-person and one virtual.

* Philip Resnik (University of Maryland): A New Balancing Act: Reflections on the Relationship
between Computational Linguistics and Al

* Yue Zhang (Westlake University): How Can Al Help Us Manage AI Conferences (where Troubles
Are Caused by Al) — virtual

* Tania Lombrozo (Princeton University): Explanation and Understanding: A Perspective from
Cognitive Science

Acknowledgments. Organizing ACL 2026 has been a collaborative effort, made possible by the dedi-
cation and hard work of thousands of people. We gratefully acknowledge the support and contributions
of the following people:

* The General Chair, Philipp Koehn;

* The ARR Editors-in-Chief of the January 2026 cycle (Sarvnaz Karimi, Vincent Ng, Xiaodan Zhu,
and Margot Mieskes) and the entire ARR team, especially Holy Lovenia, Freda Shi, and Yuntian
Deng from the tech team;

* The technical OpenReview chairs, Shuoyang Ding, May Fung, and the OpenReview support team,
in particular, Rachel, Emilia, and Harold, for technical help in setting up ACL 2026 on the Open-
Review platform;

e The 255 Senior Area Chairs;
e The 1,434 Area Chairs and the 8,594 reviewers, and 171 ethics reviewers;

* The best paper committee chairs, Antonios Anastasopoulos and Eunsol Choi, and the best paper
committee members;

* The ethics chairs, Margaret Mitchell and Paco Guzman;

* The conflicts chairs, Isabelle Augenstein and Joel Tetreault;

* The workshop chairs, Loic Barrault and Yang Zhao;

* The tutorial chairs, Kenton Murray and Jacob Andreas;

* The industry track chairs, Georg Rehm, Yunyao Li, and Mei Tu;

* The demonstration chairs, Greg Durrett and Ping Jian;
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* The internal communications chairs, Ming Jiang and Margot Mieskes;

* The website and conference app chairs, Abulhair Saparov and Najoung Kim;
* The publication chairs, David Stap, Haoran Xu, and Jan Niechues;

* The handbook chairs, Jia Xu and Ryan Cotterell;

* The visa chairs, David Chiang and Swabha Swayamdipta;

* The publicity chairs, Raj Dabre, Wei Xu, Flor Miriam Plaza-del-Arco, Debora Nozza, and Yaping
Zhang;

* The student research workshop chairs, Santosh T.Y.S.S., Juan Diego Rodriguez, and Ona de Gib-
ert;

* The student research workshop chairs faculty advisors, Yves Scherrer, Elias Stengel-Eskin, and
Snigdha Chaturvedi;

* The student volunteer chairs, Jingbo Shang, Lianhui Qin, Xuezhe Ma, and Muhao Chen;

* The diversity and inclusion chairs, Ximena Gutierrez-Vasques, Aniete Andy, Gabrielle Gaudeau,
and Felermino Alj;

* The sponsorship chairs, Baotian Hu and Steve Richardson;
* The virtual infrastructure chairs, Gael Guibon, and Parisa Kordjamshidi;
* The ACL Anthology Director Matt Post and his team;

* The TACL editors-in-chief (Asli Celikyilmaz, Roi Reichart, Dilek Hakkani-Tur, and Vivian Chen)
and CL Editor-in-Chief Wei Lu for coordinating TACL and CL presentations with us;

* Past program chairs for *CL conferences, in particular Christos Christodoulopoulos (EMNLP
2025), Vera Demberg (EACL 2026), and Ekaterina Shutova (ACL 2025), for information and
support;

* Qi Zhang, developer of WisPaper, for checking camera-ready papers to ensure they did not contain
hallucinated references;

* Damira Mrsic and the Underline team for help with the program;

* Jennifer Rachford and the entire conference support staff for their crucial help and patience as we
learned our way through running such a complex process;

* All the authors of papers who submitted their papers for review in the ARR 2025 October and
ARR 2026 January cycles, and those who committed to the ACL 2026 conference.

We hope you enjoy this year’s huge and diverse program!

Maria Liakata (Queen Mary University of London, UK)
Viviane Moreira (UFRGS, Brazil)

Jiajun Zhang (Chinese Academy of Sciences, China)
David Jurgens (University of Michigan, USA)

ACL 2026 Program Co-Chairs
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Keynote Talk
A New Balancing Act: Reflections on the Relationship
between Computational Linguistics and Al

Philip Resnik
University of Maryland

Sunday, July 5, 2026 — Time: 09:30 — Room: Harbor Ballroom Level 2

Abstract: Beginning in the mid-1980s, a “statistical revolution” in our field redefined what it meant to
work on language from a computational perspective. Steve Abney, in his essay opening The Balanc-
ing Act: Combining Symbolic and Statistical Approaches to Language (Klavans and Resnik, eds., MIT
Press, 1996), wrote: “In the space of the last ten years, statistical methods have gone from being virtually
unknown in computational linguistics to being a fundamental given”. We are again caught up in revolu-
tionary times. Except this time around, the revolution is hurtling forward even faster, and it is redefining
not only the research we do, but what it means to do research in the first place, the role of research in
society, and society itself. What does this mean for ACL — what defines us as a community, what is our
role, and where do we go from here?

Bio: Philip Resnik is a Professor at the University of Maryland with joint appointments in the Depart-
ment of Linguistics and the Institute for Advanced Computer Studies. In 2020 he was named an ACL
Fellow for significant contributions to symbolic-statistical methods for natural language processing, mul-
tilinguality, and the interdisciplinary study of language. Philip’s most recent research has focused in
three main areas. The first is computational social science, with an emphasis on qualitative analysis
and connecting the signal available in people’s language use with underlying mental state. The second
is the computational cognitive neuroscience of language, using computational modeling in connection
with brain imaging to look at the role of context and predictive processing during online language com-
prehension. The third involves fundamental questions about how current AI models relate to human
cognition and to human society. Outside academia, Philip’s industry experience includes research at
Bolt Beranek and Newman and Sun Microsystems Laboratories, as well as an internship at IBM T.J.
Watson Research Center, and in entrepreneurial life he has been a technical co-founder of CodeRyte
(clinical NLP, acquired by 3M in 2012), an advisor to FiscalNote (machine learning and analytics for
government relations, went public in 2022), and he currently serves as an advisor to Trustible (technol-
ogy provider for responsible Al governance). Philip was an undergrad in CS at Harvard and earned his
PhD in Computer and Information Science at the University of Pennsylvania.

X1V



Keynote Talk

How Can AI Help Us Manage AI Conferences (where
Troubles Are Caused by Al)

Yue Zhang
Westlake University

Monday, July 6, 2026 — Time: 13:00 — Room: Underline (Virtual)

Abstract: ACL has become 30+ times larger than two decades ago, and we face issues such as over-
whelming participants, outdated papers, and low quality review. The reason can largely be attributed to
increasing research in LLM, and Al accelerating research. Can Al help us address challenges in academ-
ic publication and evaluation? How can we accommodate Al-driven research? Could the research and
publication paradigm be improved? In this talk, I will try to give some thoughts, sharing some of our
recent work on Al review automation, paper recommendation, and Al arXiv, before briefly discussing a
bit of Al research automation.

Bio: Yue Zhang is a Professor at Westlake University, and a fellow of ACL (https://frcchang.
github.io0). His research interests include fundamental NLP and its machine learning algorithms,
and his recent research focuses on LLM reasoning and Al scientist. His major contributions to the field
include machine learning algorithms for structured prediction (e.g., parsing and IE), neural NLP models
(i.e., lattice and graph LSTM), and generalization for NLP/LM (e.g., OOD and logical reasoning). He
co-authored the Cambridge University Press book Natural Language Processing — a Machine Learning
Perspective. He served as a PC co-chair for CCL 2020, EMNLP 2022, and LMG 2025, and a general
chair for AACL 2026 and NLPCC 2026. He was a co-chair for the test-of-time award committee of ACL
2024 and 2025. He serves as editor in chief for the LLM journal, action editor for TACL, and associate
editor for ACM/IEEE TASLP, ACM TALLIP, and IEEE TBD.
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Keynote Talk
Explanation and Understanding: A Perspective from
Cognitive Science

Tania Lombrozo
Princeton University

Monday, July 6, 2026 — Time: 16:45 — Room: Harbor Ballroom Level 2

Abstract: What makes some explanations more satisfying than others? Why are humans so driven to
explain? In this talk I’ll take a cognitive scientific approach to explanation and understanding, drawing
on decades of work in psychology, education, and philosophy to argue for a function-first approach to
explanations—one on which we begin by characterizing what it is that explaining achieves. I'll suggest
that the process of explaining plays a crucial role in discovery and generalization, and that we can un-
derstand the structure and phenomenology of explanations by first appreciating how explaining drives
learning and helps construct our understanding of the world. I'll also consider some potential implica-
tions for explanation and understanding in Al systems.

Bio: Tania Lombrozo is the Arthur W. Marks *19 Professor of Psychology at Princeton University, as
well as an Associate of the Department of Philosophy and the University Center for Human Values, the
director of the Program in Cognitive Science, and co-director of Natural and Artificial Minds, a research
initiative within the Al Lab. She received her Ph.D. in Psychology from Harvard University in 2006
after receiving a B.S. in Symbolic Systems and a B.A. in Philosophy from Stanford University. Dr.
Lombrozo’s research aims to address foundational questions about cognition using the empirical tools
of cognitive psychology and the conceptual tools of analytic philosophy. Her work focuses on expla-
nation and understanding, conceptual representation, categorization, social cognition, causal reasoning,
and folk epistemology. She is the recipient of numerous early-career awards including the Stanton Prize
from the Society for Philosophy and Psychology, the Spence Award from the Association for Psycho-
logical Science, a CAREER award from the National Science Foundation, and a James S. McDonnell
Foundation Scholar Award in Understanding Human Cognition. Her trade book on explanation, Why We
Ask Why: The Science of Explanation and the Human Drive to Understand, will be released in October.
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