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Introduction

This year, the 11th SwissText 2026 was hosted at the University of Zurich (UZH) on 10th June in Zurich,
Oerlikon, and co-organized by SwissNLP, with over 100 participants attending keynotes, talks, and the
poster session.

Our call for papers asked for contributions in four major tracks: Scientific Track (archival), Corpus Track
(archival), Applied Track (non-archival), and Demonstration Track (non-archival). We received a total
of 42 submissions, and selected 12 for oral presentations, and 25 as posters.

The SwissText 2026 proceedings contain:

• 20 papers for the Scientific Track, with technical research papers from the international scienti-
fic community, including corpus- and benchmark-related research papers with a focus on Swiss
languages from the scientific community and industry,

• 2 papers for the Corpus Track, with Swiss-related NLP datasets.

We would like to thank our keynote speakers Alexandra Birch and Valentina Pyatkin. Their perspectives
and contributions were much appreciated.

We are grateful to our sponsors and partners, who supported us. In addition, we would like to express
our sincere gratitude to everyone who has contributed to this conference. Thanks to conference fellow
members of the organizing committee, and the program committee for their excellent work.

Yours sincerely,

Rico Sennrich, Gerold Schneider, Yingqiang Gao, Tilia Ellendorff
and Jannis Vamvas, University of Zurich

Mark Cieliebak, Zurich University of Applied Sciences
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Keynote Talk
From Metrics to Models: Reproducible Research in

Multilingual NLP
Alexandra Birch

School of Informatics, University of Edinburgh / Aveni.ai

Abstract: Reproducibility in multilingual NLP depends not only on open models, but also on evalua-
tion methods that produce reliable scientific conclusions. In this talk, I connect insights from Extrinsic
Evaluation of MT Metrics, which reframed metric assessment around downstream utility and robust-
ness, with EuroLLM, an effort to make large-scale multilingual model development more transparent
and accessible. Together, these works highlight two complementary pillars of reproducible research:
building systems that others can replicate and measuring them in ways that others can trust and verify. I
will discuss how this perspective has shaped the field’s move toward open multilingual models, stronger
evaluation practices, and more reproducible progress in AI.
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Keynote Talk
Lessons from Building, Training and Evaluating Open

Language Models
Valentina Pyatkin

Allen Institute for AI / ETH AI Center

Abstract: This talk will outline the current landscape of fully open, open-weight, and closed language
models, examining what distinguishes fully open models like Apertus from open-weights releases, and
discussing the research and engineering considerations that shape open LLM development. Using OLMo
and Apertus as case studies, I will walk through the full stack of decisions involved in training modern
LLMs: from team dynamics and data curation to compute requirements and post-training methodology.
The talk concludes with a discussion of the current capabilities and limitations of open models, with a
particular focus on instruction-following capabilities as measured by IFBench.
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