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Preface

We are excited to present the Proceedings of the 1st Symposium on Natural Language Generation Eval-
uations (RetroEval 2026). This special symposium celebrates the career and accomplishments of Prof.
Ehud Reiter (University of Aberdeen) by looking at evaluation practices in the field of Natural Language
Generation past, present, and future.

The first RetroEval symposium will take place from 1-2 June, in Aberdeen, United Kingdom, endorsed
by the Association of Computational Linguistics Special Interest Group in Generation (ACL SIGGEN).
We thank the local organisation team, including Arpita Gado, Mengxuan Sun, Yujun Wang, and Jakub
Zbrzezny; the symposium would not have been possible without their efforts. We also thank Debbie
Meharg, the head of the Department of Computing Science at the University of Aberdeen, for arranging
financial support from the department for this event; and we thank Chrissy Sanachan from the Scottish
Informatics and Computer Science Alliance (SICSA) for logistical support.

In addition to a number of papers that were selected following an open call and a light review process,
we are excited to present three keynotes, which discuss pertinent issues in evaluation within Natural
Language Processing:

* Sina Zarrie3, Universitit Bielefeld, Germany
* Beatrice Alex, Heriot-Watt University, United Kingdom

¢ Albert Gatt, Universiteit Utrecht, the Netherlands

Taken jointly, the contributions to RetroEval illustrate how Ehud has helped to make our field what it is
today, both in academia and in industry. They highlight Ehud’s role as an enthusiastic inspirator and a
kind mentor, and the role he has played as a builder and evaluator of NLG systems. Last but not least,
they highlight the way in which Ehud has made the NLG community, and the NLP community more
broadly, aware of the many pitfalls that can stand in the way of truly scientific system evaluation. It is to
his work on evaluation that this symposium is devoted.

Your RetroEval 2026 Organizers,

Saad Mahamood, David M. Howcroft, Kees van Deemter, Adarsa Sivaprasad, Barkavi Sundararajan,
Jose Maria Alonso-Moral, and Simone Balloccu
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