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Preface

The twelfth meeting of the workshop on the Challenges in the Management of Large Corpora
has brought us back to where it all started: a welcoming embrace of the LREC conference
series. As in the previous CMLC meetings, we have decided to explore common areas of
interest across a range of issues in language resource management, corpus linguistics, natural
language processing, natural language generation, and data science.

Large textual datasets require careful design, collection, cleaning, encoding, annotation,
storage, retrieval, and curation to be of use for a wide range of research questions and to users
across a number of disciplines. A growing number of national and other very large corpora
are being made available, many historical archives are being digitised, numerous publishing
houses are opening their textual assets for text mining, and many billions of words can be quickly
sourced from the web and online social media.

A mixed blessing of our times is that much of those texts, in mono- and multi-lingual
arrangements, can now be created automatically by exploiting Large Language Models at
various scales. That, on the one hand, makes it possible to inflate the amounts of data where
normally data would be scarce: in under-resourced languages or language varieties, in specific
genres or for intricate and rarely attested constructions. On the other hand, such procedures
immediately raise concerns regarding the authenticity and quality of such data, casting doubt on
the possibility of adequately (truthfully, verifiably, reproducibly) addressing the kind of research
questions that prompted the rapid but tainted increase of the available data volumes in the first
place. Similar doubts may be directed at mass creation of secondary and tertiary data ordinarily
crucial for linguistic research: apart from potential legal constraints on the use of the original
body of human-created data, new questions arise as to the legal status of the derived data, the
ways to create (among others) provenance metadata of the derived resources, and the level of
trust regarding mass-produced grammatical (and other) annotation layers.

These new as well as more traditional questions lie at the base of the list of topics that
management of large corpora (for any currently suitable definition of "large") invokes or at least
strongly brushes against.

CMLC has often invited reports on broadly understood national corpus initiatives. Given that it
has been a while since the last round, we have decided to host a "What'’s the news?" session,
with some of our veteran presenters as well as colleagues who have not yet introduced their
national corpus projects. The scale of the response to our invitation has been a welcome
surprise and we are happy to devote part of this volume to (broadly defined) national corpus
projects. This is intended as a snapshot of the current state, with a proud look at the history
(including developments since some of the projects were last presented at previous CMLCs),
and a somewhat wary glance at what the future may bring.

P. Bariski, D. Knight, M. Kupietz, A. Witt, A. Wrdblewska
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