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Preface

This volume contains papers from the 8th Workshop on Clinical Natural Language Processing
(Clinical NLP 2026).

Clinical text is growing rapidly as electronic health records (EHRs) become pervasive. Much
of the information recorded in a clinical encounter is located exclusively in provider narrative
notes, which makes them indispensable for supplementing structured clinical data to better
understand patient state and care provided. The goal of this workshop is to establish a regular
event that brings together researchers interested in developing state-of-the-art methods for the
clinical domain. The focus is on improving NLP technology to enable clinical applications
via information extraction and modeling of narrative provider notes from electronic health
records, patient encounter transcripts, and other clinical narratives. Clinical NLP 2026 also
hosted two shared tasks, challenging researchers around the world to develop new approaches
to solve clinical NLP problems: scoring model-generated answers to patient questions and
extracting/normalizing clinical observations from conversational transcripts.

The main workshop received a total of 40 submissions, of which 7 were accepted as oral
presentations, and 14 were accepted as poster presentations. The shared tasks received a
total of 18 participant submissions, of which 2 were accepted as oral presentations, and 16
were accepted as poster presentations.



Keynote Talk

Holistic engagement beyond the edges of data-driven
science: The case of Libya

Dr. Stephen Wu
Saraya Hamra University

Abstract: We often make some assumptions about the ethics (e.g., individual rights) and
structures (e.g., research enterprise) supporting health technologies. This talk argues that,
for societies like Libya’s, some paradigm shifts are in order. First, we contrast ethical values
between honor vs. dignity cultures. Second, we highlight aspects of the Libyan research
system that fundamentally change what work needs to be done in health technology research.
Subsequently, we describe several recent holistic, contextually situated efforts at engagement:
private research sponsorship and administration, science of science research, and care practice
norms and information flow in medicine.

Biography: Dr. Stephen Wu is an Associate Professor at Saraya Hamra University (SHU) in
Tripoli, Libya, where he serves as the Director for the Center for Research & Innovation as well
as the Head of the Department of Computer Science & Engineering. His current interests lie
in empowering the Libyan innovation system through the science of science, the interaction of
global value systems with modern Al, and culturally situated healthcare information systems.
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