
BabyLM 2025

The First BabyLM Workshop: Accelerating Language
Modeling Research with Cognitively Plausible Data

Proceedings of the Workshop

November 8, 2025



©2025 Association for Computational Linguistics

Order copies of this and other ACL proceedings from:

Association for Computational Linguistics (ACL)
317 Sidney Baker St. S
Suite 400 - 134
Kerrville, TX 78028
USA
Tel: +1-855-225-1962
acl@aclweb.org

ISBN TODO

i



Introduction

We are excited to welcome attendees to the First BabyLM Workshop! This follows two years of the Ba-
byLM Challenge (now in its third iteration). The workshop will be co-located with the 2025 Conference
on Empirical Methods in Natural Language Processing on November 8, 2025 in Suzhou, China.

This year, the program includes an oral session for the winning shared task papers, two oral sessions
for the award-winning workshop papers, and a poster session for all accepted submissions. There is also
an introductory presentation from the organizers summarizing the challenge, this year’s winning sub-
missions, and trends across submissions. In addition, we have two invited talks—one from a language
modeling expert and another from a cognitive modeling expert.

We received 32 workshop submissions (many of which also included system submissions to the BabyLM
Challenge) and 12 direct challenge submissions. We are grateful to the challenge participants, whether in
the challenge or workshop tracks, for advancing the science of language modeling. The participants’ ef-
forts are essential to advancing the state of cognitively plausible and sample-efficient language modeling.

We also extend our thanks to the organizers of EMNLP for their significant efforts in sustaining a confe-
rence of its scale, and in providing an environment for the BabyLM community.

Finally, we thank our program committee members—largely sampled from the participants of the chal-
lenge—for committing their time to help us curate an excellent program.

—The BabyLM Organizing Committee: Lucas Charpentier, Leshem Choshen, Ryan Cotterell, Mu-
stafa Omer Gul, Michael Y. Hu, Jing Liu, Jaap Jumelet, Tal Linzen, Aaron Mueller, Candace Ross, Raj
Sanjay Shah, Alex Warstadt, Ethan Gotlieb Wilcox, Adina Williams
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