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Introduction

The 22nd Workshop on Multiword Expressions (MWE 2026) took place on 28th March 2026, in Rabat,
Marocco, collocated with the 19th Conference of the European Chapter of the Association for Compu-
tational Linguistics (EACL 2026).

MWE 2026 is supported by the Special Interest Group on the Lexicon (SIGLEX) of the Association
for Computational Linguistics (ACL), SIGLEX’s Multiword Expressions Section (SIGLEX-MWE), and
UniDive COST Action CA21167.

The notion of multiword expressions (MWESs) encompasses a range of closely related phenomena: id-
ioms, compounds, light-verb constructions, phrasal verbs, rhetorical figures, collocations, institutional-
ized phrases, etc. They exhibit lexical, syntactic, semantic, pragmatic, and/or statistical idiosyncrasies.
Given their irregular nature, MWEs often pose complex problems in various natural language processing
(NLP) tasks such as language understanding and machine translation, hence still represent an open issue
for computational linguistics.

For the 22nd edition of the workshop, our call for papers focused particularly on the following topics:

* Annotation (expert, crowdsourcing, automatic) and representation in resources such as corpora,
treebanks, e-lexicons, WordNets, constructions (also for low-resource languages);

* Processing in syntactic and semantic frameworks (e.g. CCG, CxG, HPSG, LFG, TAG, UD, etc.);
* Evaluation of annotation and processing techniques;

* Discovery and identification methods, including for specialized languages and domains such as
clinical or biomedical NLP;

* Interpretation of MWESs and understanding of text containing them;

* Language acquisition, language learning, and non-standard language (e.g. tweets, speech);

* Computationally-applicable theoretical work in psycholinguistics and corpus linguistics;

* Processing for end-user applications (e.g. MT, NLU, summarisation, language learning, etc.);
* Implicit and explicit representation in pre-trained language models and end-user applications;
* Evaluation and probing of pre-trained language models;

» Resources and tools (e.g. lexicons, identifiers) and their integration into end-user applications;

* Adaptation and transfer of annotations and related resources to new languages and domains in-
cluding low-resource ones.

For this edition, 75% of the submitted papers were accepted.

The dominating trend in MWE research presented at the workshop focuses on large language models,
particularly examining their capabilities and limitations across diverse tasks. Multiple studies compare
performance of task-specific fine-tuned models to general-purpose generative LLMs on MWE identifica-
tion tasks. Domain-specific applications (in the technical domain, bioinformatics, etc.) reveal how MWE
extraction methods can be tailored to specialised contexts. Several papers identify systematic features
that current LLMs fail to capture with respect to MWESs: cognitive studies reveal distinct processing
signatures for different MWE types that computational models miss, while semantic interpretation tasks
expose fundamental limitations in achieving fine-grained understanding of compound meaning and im-
plicit relations between constituents.

The workshop demonstrates substantial multilingual coverage, addressing languages generally under-
represented in MWE research and exposing cross-linguistic variation in MWE behavior. Papers present
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research on Swedish, Ukrainian, Romanian, Galician, Marathi, Turkish, Korean, Sinhala, and Chinese.
Several studies explicitly employ the PARSEME annotation framework to enable cross-linguistic com-
parison, discussing the methodological challenges in ensuring annotation consistency and inter-annotator
agreement across languages.

Research focuses on language-specific phenomena that challenge existing annotation schemes and iden-
tification methodologies, particularly in morphologically complex and typologically distinct languages.
Studies on agglutinative and postpositional languages identify constructions that are difficult to cat-
egorise within existing frameworks. Low-resource language studies discuss limitations in handling
culturally-specific phenomena, rare expressions and MWEs absent in training corpora, a challenge that
persists despite advances in LLMs.

The MWE 2026 Workshop hosted two shared tasks: PARSEME 2.0, whose objective is to identify and
paraphrase MWEs in written text, and AdMIRe 2 (Advancing Multimodal Idiomaticity Representation),
which explores the comprehension ability of multimodal models for MWEs in a variety of languages.

Verginica Barbu Mititelu, Mathieu Constant, A. Seza Dogrudz, Atul Kr. Ojha, Alexandre Rademaker,
Ivelina Stoyanova (MWE-2026 Organizers and Co-Chairs)
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