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Introduction

These Proceedings cover the 17th edition of the International Conference on the Computational Proces-
sing of Portuguese (PROPOR 2026), held in Salvador, Bahia, Brazil, April 13-16, 2026.

PROPOR is a major forum bringing together researchers, developers, and practitioners dedicated to the
computational processing of Portuguese and, since the last edition in 2024, Galician. PROPOR promo-
tes the exchange of experiences in the development of methodologies, language resources, tools, appli-
cations, and innovative projects covering the target languages. Established as the main scientific event
in the area of natural language processing focused on theoretical and technological issues of written
and spoken Portuguese and Galician, PROPOR 2026 also highlights the cultural and linguistic diversity
present in Salvador, a place where Portuguese has historically interacted with indigenous and African
languages, profoundly influencing Brazilian Portuguese and the surrounding culture.

This year’s edition of PROPOR includes three tracks: General, Industry, and Demo, as well as three
workshops, one tutorial, best MSc and PhD dissertation awards, and three invited speakers.

The scope of PROPOR 2026 is reflected in the organization of the Proceedings, which are divided into
two volumes. The present volume presents the accepted papers of the General track. All submissions we-
re peer-reviewed by 82 reviewers from 48 academic and industry institutions across 11 countries. Among
the 215 submissions, 94 long papers and 22 short papers were accepted, reflecting an acceptance rate of
54%. In this edition, papers could be submitted in English or Portuguese, with 19 accepted papers written
in Portuguese. The accepted contributions span research and developments in resources and evaluation,
natural language processing tasks and applications, speech processing tasks and applications, linguistics,
multilingual studies, and practical industry applications. The authors are affiliated with institutions in 8
different countries.

The second volume is dedicated to the Demo and Industry tracks, the Best Dissertation awards, the
tutorial, and the workshops co-located with PROPOR 2026, namely:

* The First Workshop on Language Technologies for Health (Lang4Health);
* The Third Student Research Workshop (SRW);

* The Fourth Workshop on Digital Humanities and Natural Language Processing (DHandNLP).

The invited speakers of PROPOR 2026 are internationally recognized experts, reflecting the range, rele-
vance, and applicability of the computational processing of Portuguese:

* Maria das Gragas Volpe Nunes (University of Sao Paulo, Brazil);
* Margarida Petter (University of Sao Paulo, Brazil);

* Jorge Baptista (University of Algarve & INESC-ID Lisboa, Portugal).

PROPOR 2026 is structured as a four-day event, commencing with a full day of workshops and tutorials,
followed by three days of communications, posters, demos, and community meetings. Our sincere thanks
go to every person and institution involved in the complex organization of this event, especially the
members of the Program Committee, the Workshop and Tutorial chairs, the chairs of the Demo and
Industry tracks, the Best Dissertation chairs and jury, the invited speakers, and the general organization
staff. We are also grateful to the agencies and organizations that supported and promoted the conference.
Thank you all for participating and contributing to the success of this conference!

Marlo Souza and Iria de-Dios-Flores, General Chairs
Diana Santos and Larissa Freitas, Program Chairs
Jackson Wilke da Cruz Sousa and Eugénio Ribeiro, Editorial Chairs
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Keynote Talk
The place of NLP in the age of generative Al

Maria das Gracas Volpe Nunes
University of Sdo Paulo, Brazil

Abstract: In this talk, I intend to provoke some reflections on the changes in the field of NLP caused
by the boom of generative Al. The widespread use of Large Language Models has shifted the NLP com-
munity towards less linguistic and more engineering tasks. The success of chatbots suggests that the
goals of NLP have been almost entirely achieved: machines seem to process, understand, and generate
natural language as well as, or even better than, humans. How does the NLP community see itself in
this scenario? Is the success of LLM our greatest victory, or is it a sign that our particular expertise is
becoming obsolete? These and other questions, with almost no answers, will be part of this talk.

Bio: Maria das Gragas Volpe Nunes is a senior professor at ICMC-USP and associate researcher at
NILC-ICMC. She has worked in NLP since her PhD in Computer Science from PUC-Rio de Janeiro
(1991). She is one of the founders of NILC (1994), where she coordinated projects on the following
topics, always for Brazilian Portuguese: spelling and grammar correction, machine translation, text nor-
malization, automatic summarization, sentiment analysis, parsing, and corpus annotation. She is member
of C4AlI - Center for Artificial Intelligence (FAPESP, USP, IBM) since 2021, and is member of the Board
of the group BPLN - Brasileiras em PLN (Brazilian Women in NLP). She is co-editor of the free digital
book Processamento de Linguagem Natural: Conceitos, Técnicas e Aplicacées em Portugués (Natural
Language Processing: Concepts, Techniques and Applications in Portuguese), an initiative of BPLN.

viii



Keynote Talk
Abstract Meaning Representation: New Rosetta Stones for
the Babel Entanglement

Jorge Baptista
University of Algarve & INESC-ID Lisboa, Portugal

Abstract: The enduring ambition of Natural Language Processing is to move beyond form and toward
meaning. Semantic representation frameworks such as Abstract Meaning Representation (AMR) were
conceived as a response to this challenge, proposing graph-based encodings of meaning that abstract
away from surface syntax and promise a common semantic ground across languages. In this sense, AMR
can be seen as a modern attempt at a Rosetta Stone: a shared representation meant to cut through the
Babel-like diversity of natural languages. Yet, as AMR has matured, its limitations have become increa-
singly visible. Designed primarily around English, it struggles to account for the lexical, morphological,
and syntactic specificities of other languages, including Portuguese. More fundamentally, open questions
remain about the status of AMR-like formalisms: are they true semantic representations or annotation
compromises? How much semantic interpretation should be encoded explicitly, and how much can be
left to inference, context, or downstream models? These questions acquire renewed urgency in the era
of large language models. While LLMs appear to “understand” meaning implicitly, their representations
remain opaque, difficult to control, and hard to evaluate. Against this backdrop, explicit semantic repre-
sentations regain relevance—not as competitors to neural models, but as interfaces, anchors, and points
of interpretability between language, meaning, and computation. This talk argues that language-aware
adaptations of AMR—grounded in the linguistic structure of languages such as Portuguese—offer a pro-
mising path forward. Rather than a single universal Rosetta Stone, we may need a family of interrelated
stones: abstract enough to support multilinguality, yet lexicalized enough to respect linguistic diversity.
In revisiting semantic representation through this lens, the talk reflects on how explicit meaning models
can help disentangle today’s Babel, even in an LLM-dominated landscape.

Bio: Jorge Baptista graduated in Languages and Literatures - Portuguese Studies and obtained an MA
in Portuguese Linguistics from Faculdade de Letras da Universidade de Lisboa with a thesis on nominal
compounding and electronic dictionaries. His PhD thesis on predicative nouns and nominalization of
adjectival constructions was presented to the Universidade do Algarve, where he started working in
1992. He is a researcher at INESC-ID Lisboa since 2005. His current research interests in NLP concern
Information Extraction (Named Entity Recognition and Relation Extraction), Parsing, and Computer
Assisted Language Learning; in Linguistics proper, he’s working on the Lexicon-Syntax description of
verbal, adverbial and idiomatic constructions. He is also involved in the REAP.PT and OOBIAN projects.
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Keynote Talk
Portuguese: a language in transit through Europe, Africa,
South America, and Asia

Margarida Petter
University of Sao Paulo, Brazil

Abstract: This presentation will consider the Portuguese language that, after leaving Europe—Galicia
and Portugal—reached the African, South American, and Asian continents. Given the extensive scope
of this journey, only the African and Brazilian varieties resulting from the expansion of the Portuguese
language within a colonial context will be addressed. The comparison of these varieties, acquired as
second languages in particular linguistic ecologies, reveals similarities and differences arising from the
contact between speakers of African language from the Niger-Congo and Afro-Asiatic phyla and spea-
kers of Portuguese. This circumstance, now evaluated as an Afro-Brazilian continuum of Portuguese,
can also lead to the creation of new linguistic varieties. It is expected that presenting aspects that bring
these varieties closer and further apart will provide elements of interest for research in computational
linguistics.

Bio: Margarida Petter is a senior professor in the Department of Linguistics of the Faculty of Philoso-
phy, Letters and Human Science at the University of Sdo Paulo. She has a master’s degree in African
Linguistics from the University of Abidjan, Cote d’Ivoire and a PhD from the University of Sao Paulo.
Her main research areas are African Linguistcs and the contact between African languages and Brazilian
Portuguese. She conducted an international project in language contact in Brazil and has published an
introduction to African linguistics in Portuguese.
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