
Relation expresses a reliance between X and Y such as condition,
cause–result, purpose, substitution, or concession

Relation expands or specifies X Relation is primarily pragmaticRelation compares, contrasts, presents an
alternative, or expresses equivalence

between X and Y

Is Y relative to X a footnote,
reference or a list item?

Formatting
Does Y identify the source

or author of the
information expressed in X?

YES
NO

YES

Manner Does Y indicate the manner
in which X occurs?

NO

Does Y provide an example
of X? 

NO

Concession

YES

Does Y state an exception
to the rule given in X?

NO

Exemplification

YES

Does Y expand or specify
the situation presented in

the whole of X?

NO

Exception

YES

Does Y expand or specify
one element presented in

X?

NO

Elaboration

YES

Go back to the beginning

NO

Entity-elaboration 

YES

If X (not) happens, does Y
happen in consequence?

Does X cause Y?

NO

Condition

X does not happen - Y happens X happens - Y happens

YES

Cause Does Y occur despite X?

NO

Does Y indicate the goal of
X?

NO

Concession

YES

Does Y replace X?

NO

Purpose

YES

Go back to the beginning

NO

Substitution

YES

Negative Condition

Does X mean the same as Y
(expressed in the same or

different words)?

Repetition  Is Y similar/comparable to
X?

YES
NO

YES

Similarity
Can either X or Y occur? Is

there any choice between X
or Y?

NO

Does X contrast with Y? / Is
X opposed do Y?

NO

Alternative

YES

Do X and Y co-occur in the
discourse?

NO

Contrast

YES

Go back to the beginning

NO

Co-occurrence 

YES

Is Y an answer to the
question raised in X?

Question–Answer Is Y a feedback response to
X other than a question?

YES
NO

YES

 Feedback Go back to the beginning

NO

What is the relation between X and Y?
Choose the best description below

YES
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