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Preface by the Program Chairs

We are excited to welcome you to *SEM 2026, the 15th Joint Conference on Lexical and Computational
Semantics! We are pleased to present this volume containing the accepted long and short papers. *SEM
2026 is being held on July 3rd, 2026, in San Diego, California, co-located with ACL 2026. Since its
first edition in 2012, *SEM has become a major venue to present recent advances in all areas of lexical
and computational semantics, including semantic representations, theoretical semantics, multilingual
semantics, and others. *SEM is sponsored by SIGLEX, the ACL Special Interest Group on the Lexicon.

*SEM 2026 accepted papers submitted both directly to *SEM and those already reviewed through ARR
(ACL Rolling Review). We received submissions in various areas, including:

* Lexical Semantics

* Semantic Composition and Sentence-level Semantics
* Discourse, Dialogue and Generation

* Commonsense Reasoning and NLU

* Resources and Evaluation

* Theoretical and Formal Semantics

* Multilinguality

* Semantics in NLP Applications

* Psycholinguistics, Cognitive Linguistics, and Semantic Processing
* Social Biases and Ethics

* Interpretability and Explainability

We had 64 submissions this year combining both direct submissions and ARR commits. We compiled
an exciting and wide-ranging program, accepting a total of 36 papers (34 long papers and 2 short pa-
pers). The submitted papers were carefully evaluated by a program committee led by 9 area chairs, who
coordinated a large team of reviewers.

This year we started a new initiative to encourage reflection on the type of research question being explo-
red both while writing a paper and in the review process (https://starsem2026.github.io/blog). Centering
and explicitly articulating the research question helps authors frame and present their contribution more
clearly. Just as importantly, it helps reviewers and Area Chairs evaluate the work within the appropriate
context. For instance, a paper that centers a compelling linguistic or behavioral research question and
offers meaningful new insights need not also introduce methodological novelty or rely on the latest mo-
dels (including LLMs). Collecting this information in the submission form also allows *SEM to track
the kinds of research questions authors pursue and how the conference’s focus evolves over time.

In the final set of accepted papers of 2026, approximately 74% focused on new findings about automatic
language processing (through ML/AI and other approaches), 24% on new findings about language (lin-
guistic phenomena, semantic patterns), and 2% on new findings about people (language use, behavior,
health, ethics, etc.). The percentages were broadly similar in the submitted papers.

The program committee also selected a paper for the Best Paper award and an additional paper for Ho-
norable mention. We are also delighted to have two excellent keynote speakers: Dallas Card (University
of Michigan) and Alex Warstadt (UC San Diego).

We are honored to serve in the organizing committee for *SEM 2026, and we absolutely could not have
made this happen without a huge amount of help. We are especially grateful to the 2025 Program Co-
Chairs Lea Frermann and Mark Stevenson (also General Chair for 2026) for thoughtful guidance. Thanks
to all the Area Chairs and reviewers for helping shape a rigorous and diverse conference program. Tha-
nks to our Publicity Chair Hsuvas Borkakoty (IT:U Interdisciplinary Transformation University Austria)
for managing the website and social media updates. Thanks to our Publication Chairs Zheng Yuan (Uni-
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versity of Sheffield) and Yi (Jodie) Zhou (Cardiff University) for putting together the proceedings, and
to the ACL 2026 workshop organizers for help and support with all organizational aspects of the con-
ference. Finally, thank you to the authors and presenters for making *SEM 2026 such an engaging and
exciting event!

We hope that you will find the contributions in these proceedings as engaging as we do, and we hope to
see you at future iterations of *SEM!

Nedjma Ousidhoum and Saif M. Mohammad, Program Chairs
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