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Preface

Linguistic annotation of natural language corpora is the backbone of supervised methods of statistical
natural language processing. The Linguistic Annotation Workshop (LAW) is the annual workshop of
the ACL and ELRA Special Interest Group on Annotation (SIGANN), and it provides a forum for the
presentation and discussion of innovative research on all aspects of linguistic annotation, including the
creation and evaluation of annotation schemes, methods for automatic and manual annotation, use and
evaluation of annotation software and frameworks, representation of linguistic data and annotations,
semi-supervised “human in the loop” methods of annotation, crowd-sourcing approaches, and more. As
in the past, the LAW will provide a forum for annotation researchers to work towards standardization,
best practices, and interoperability of annotation information and software.

These proceedings include papers that were presented at the 20th Linguistic Annotation Workshop
(LAW-XX), co-located with ACL 2026 in San Diego, California, United States, on July 3, 2026.

This edition of the workshop is the twentieth meeting of the ACL and ELRA Special Interest Group
for Annotation. The first LAW workshop took place in 2007 at the ACL in Prague. Since then, the LAW
has been held every year, consistently drawing substantial participation (both in terms of paper/poster
submissions and participation in the actual workshop). This sustained engagement provides evidence
that the LAW’s overall focus on annotation and data quality continues to be an important area of interest
in the field, a substantial part of which relies on supervised learning from gold standard data sets and
trustworthy evaluation in the era of large language models. This year, we received 41 direct submissions,
out of which 20 papers have been accepted to be presented at the workshop, as long or short papers, or
as posters.

In addition, LAW-XX features two invited talks by Marie-Catherine de Marneffe (UCLouvain) and
Rachel Rudinger (University of Maryland), as well as a roundtable discussion that brings together diverse
perspectives on open questions and future directions relevant to the workshop and its special theme.

The special theme of LAW-XX is Errors in Annotation. The special oral session highlights research
on identifying and addressing annotation errors arising from objectively incorrect labels, annotations, or
omissions, as distinct from cases of annotator disagreement. It also examines the role of error analysis in
improving the quality of both human-annotated and LLM-generated datasets. As the field increasingly
relies on large-scale annotated data, ensuring data quality has become a critical concern. Consequently,
there is a growing need for methods, metrics, and tools that can systematically assess, quantify, and
improve the quality of annotations across diverse data sources.

We extend our thanks to SIGANN for its financial support, and to the organizing committee for its
continued dedication to the LAW workshops. We are also grateful to the ACL Workshop Office, Zeerak
Talat, and the ACL 2026 Workshop Co-Chairs, Loı̈c Barrault and Yang Zhao, for their guidance and
support throughout the organization of the workshop. Above all, we would like to thank all the authors
for submitting their papers to the workshop and our program committee members for their time, expertise,
and thoughtful reviews, which made this workshop possible.

The LAW-XX Program Co-Chairs:
Yang Janet Liu and Luke Gessler
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Keynote Talk

Marie-Catherine de Marneffe
FNRS - UCLouvain - CENTAL

2026-07-03 09:00:00 – Room: La Jolla

Bio: Marie-Catherine de Marneffe is a FNRS research associate and professor at UCLouvain. She ob-
tained her PhD under the supervision of Chris Manning at Stanford University and worked 10 years in
the Linguistics department at The Ohio State University as assistant then associate professor. Her main
research interests are in computational pragmatics, building models that capture what people infer “be-
tween the lines”. Her 2012 dissertation highlighted the need to capture variation in human annotations.
She is also one of the developers of the Universal Dependencies framework. Her research work has been
funded by Google Inc., the National Science Foundation and the FNRS.
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Keynote Talk

Rachel Rudinger
University of Maryland

2026-07-03 16:00:00 – Room: La Jolla

Bio: Rachel Rudinger is an Assistant Professor of Computer Science at the University of Maryland. Her
research interests lie in the areas of natural language understanding, commonsense reasoning, computa-
tional semantics/pragmatics, and issues of sociocultural fairness in NLP systems. She is a recipient of
the National Science Foundation CAREER Award and holds a Ph.D. in Computer Science from Johns
Hopkins University.
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