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Preface

Welcome to the 4th Workshop on Towards Knowledgeable Foundation Models (KnowFM 2026), co-
located with ACL 2026 and held in San Diego, California, United States, on July 3, 2026.

Foundation models have become vast repositories of world and task knowledge, yet how that knowledge is
acquired, stored, retrieved, and faithfully used remains only partially understood. KnowFM is organized
around the lifecycle of knowledge in foundation models, spanning four stages: how knowledge emerges
during pre-training, how it is injected from external sources, how it is updated or edited over time, and
how it is probed and generated at inference. The workshop brings together research on the analysis of
knowledge in foundation models (how much they know, where that knowledge comes from, and how
it is represented), knowledge injection during training and inference, retrieval-augmented generation,
knowledge updating and editing, knowledge extraction and distillation, hallucination mitigation and the
evaluation of faithfulness, knowledge conflicts between parametric memory and retrieved or long-context
information, and multimodal and agentic knowledge systems.

This fourth edition of the workshop accepted 38 papers. The present volume collects the 14 accepted
papers whose authors elected for archival inclusion in the ACL Anthology proceedings; the remaining
accepted papers were presented at the workshop on a non-archival basis. We are also delighted to host
invited talks by Sewon Min (University of California, Berkeley), Eunsol Choi (New York University),
Mohit Iyyer (University of Maryland), Danqi Chen (Princeton University), Yulia Tsvetkov (University of
Washington), and Luna Dong (Meta).

We are grateful to the 72 members of our Program Committee, whose careful and timely reviews made
the program possible, and to our Advising Committee, Heng Ji, Mohit Bansal, Isabelle Augenstein, and
Jiawei Han, for their guidance. We thank the authors for their contributions, the invited speakers for
sharing their perspectives, and the ACL 2026 organizers and publication chairs for their support. We
hope you find the workshop stimulating.

The KnowFM 2026 Organizing Committee
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