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Preface

Welcome to the 2nd Joint Workshop on Computational Approaches to Discourse, Context and Document-
Level Inferences (7th CODI) and Computational Models of Reference, Anaphora and Coreference (9th
CRAC) — CODI-CRAC 2026, co-located with ACL 2026 in San Diego, California, USA!

Following the successful first joint edition at EMNLP 2025 in Suzhou, China, CODI-CRAC 2026 con-
tinues to bring together researchers working on all aspects of discourse, context, and document-level
inferences, alongside research on computational models of reference, anaphora, and coreference. The
CODI workshop has long provided a platform for a broad range of research at the discourse level, while
CRAC has been a primary venue for exploring reference-related phenomena. By joining forces, CODI-
CRAC aims to advance discourse-level research further, fostering discussions on the development of
datasets, tools, theories and robust evaluation methods.

The workshop is planned as a one-day event, featuring two invited talks, regular papers, and the CRAC
2026 Shared Task on Multilingual Coreference Resolution. This year we received submissions spanning
a wide range of topics, including discourse representation and parsing, connectives, entity tracking, di-
scourse benchmarks, ambiguity, stance analysis, dialogue, applications, and large language models for
long-text understanding and generation. All accepted papers are presented live during the workshop,
with Q&A sessions.

We received a total of 32 submissions and accepted 8 regular long papers, 3 regular short papers, 1 de-
mo paper, 8 shared task papers as well as 12 non-archival contributions (Findings papers and extended
abstracts). Among the non-archival submissions, the program also includes presentations of papers ac-
cepted at other major conferences.

This year, the workshop hosts the CRAC 2026 Shared Task on Multilingual Coreference Resolution
(https://ufal.mff.cuni.cz/corefud/crac26), whose submissions are part of the joint pro-
ceedings volume and cover 19 languages tackled by 10 LLM-based and unconstrained systems.

We thank our invited speakers: Ruihong Huang, Associate Professor at Texas A&M University and Phi-
lippe Laban, Research Scientist at Microsoft Research, New York. They helped us prepare an excellent
and well-rounded workshop program. We also thank the ACL 2026 workshop chairs for their support.

Finally, we thank our sponsor, the Heidelberg Institute for Theoretical Studies (HITS) (https://www.
h-its.org), for supporting the Student Diversity & Inclusion Grant.

The CODI-CRAC 2026 Organizers:

Chloé Braud, Christian Hardmeier, Chuyuan Li, Junyi Jessy Li, Sharid Loáiciga, Vincent Ng, Michal
Novák, Maciej Ogrodniczuk, Massimo Poesio, Michael Strube and Amir Zeldes

ii

https://ufal.mff.cuni.cz/corefud/crac26
https://www.h-its.org
https://www.h-its.org


Organizing Committee

General Chair

Chloé Braud, IRIT - CNRS - ANITI
Christian Hardmeier, IT University of Copenhagen
Junyi Jessy Li, University of Texas at Austin
Chuyuan Li, The University of British Columbia
Sharid Loáiciga, University of Gothenburg
Michal Novák, Charles University
Vincent Ng, Univeristy of Texas at Dallas
Maciej Ogrodniczuk, Institute of Computer Science, Polish Academy of Sciences
Massimo Poesio, Queen Mary University of London and University of Utrecht
Michael Strube, Heidelberg Institute for Theoretical Studies
Amir Zeldes, Georgetown University

iii



Program Committee

Program Committee

Jelke Bloem, University of Amsterdam
Antoine Bourgois, Lattice (CNRS and ENS-PSL and Univ. Sorbonne Nouvelle)
Giuseppe Carenini, university of british columbia
Jackie Chi Kit Cheung, Mila / McGill University
Loic De Langhe, Ghent University
Elisa Ferracane, Abridge AI, Inc.
Mark Finlayson, Florida International University
Annemarie Friedrich, University of Augsburg
Yulia Grishina, Amazon
Wenwen Guan, University of Amsterdam
Jie He, University of Edinburgh
Lars Hellan, NTNU
Veronique Hoste, LT3, Ghent University
Hyewon Jang, University of Gothenburg
Sungho Jeon, Samsung Electronics
Yangfeng Ji, University of Virginia
Miloslav Konopík, University of West Bohemia in Pilsen
Sobha Lalitha Devi, AU-KBC Research Centre, Anna University
Ekaterina Lapshinova-Koltunski, University of Hildesheim
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Invited Talk
Discourse Structure Guided NLP Models for Fine-grained

Media Bias Analysis
Ruihong Huang

Texas A&M University

Fri, July 3, 2026 – Time: 09:10 – 10:00 – Room: Regatta

Abstract: Thinking about more and more powerful pretrained models and an increasing context window
size supported by recent LLMs, do we still need explicit discourse structures to guide semantic reaso-
ning? In this talk, I will present our research on fine-grained sentence-level media bias analysis that
shows that incorporating shallow discourse structures or event relation graphs enables NLP models to
better understand broader context and recognize subtle sentence-level ideological bias. News media play
a vast role in shaping public opinion not just by supplying information, but by selecting, packaging, and
shaping that information to persuade as well. Sentence-level media bias analysis is challenging and aims
to identify sentences within an article that can illuminate and explain the overall bias of the entire article.
This talk will first show that understanding the discourse role of a sentence in telling a news story, as
well as its discourse relation with nearby sentences, can help reveal the ideological leanings of the author
even when the sentence itself appears merely neutral or factual. This talk will further show that analyzing
events with respect to other events in the same document or across documents is critical for identifying
bias sentences.

Bio: Dr. Ruihong Huang is an associate professor in the Department of Computer Science & Enginee-
ring at Texas A&M University (TAMU), College Station. She is also an adjunct associate professor in
McWilliams School of Biomedical Informatics at UTHealth Houston. Huang received her PhD in com-
puter science at the University of Utah and completed a postdoc at Stanford University. Her research is
focused on event-centric NLP, discourse analysis, dialogue and pragmatics, LLM evaluation, LLM safety
and moral reasoning. She is a recipient of the US National Science Foundation CAREER award (2020).
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Invited Talk
Studying and Simulating Discourse Failures in Interactive AI

Systems
Philippe Laban

Microsoft Research, New York

Fri, July 3, 2026 – Time: 13:30 – 14:20 – Room: Regatta

Abstract: In this talk, we will go over two projects that study human-AI communication in conver-
sational interfaces (e.g., ChatGPT). With Lost in Conversation, we simulate multi-turn underspecified
conversations that involve a user gradually revealing their full intent over time to the AI system, finding
that though this is common in real-world interactions, this leads to large degradation in model performan-
ce. We then discuss the need for more realistic user simulation that can model user behaviors specifically
in the case of User-AI conversational exchange, and discuss its role in evaluating AI systems.

Bio: Philippe is a Research Scientist at Microsoft Research, based in New York and a member of the
AI Interaction and Learning (MSR AIIL) group. His research lies at the intersection of two fields:
NLP and HCI, with a general interest in understanding how NLP/AI technology can enable effective
consumption and production of information for users (which has involved working on topics such as
summarization, simplification, question generation, etc.). Recently, he has taken an interest in studying
human-AI interaction in conversational settings.
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