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Introduction

This year marks the 21st edition of the Workshop on Innovative Use of NLP for Building Educational
Applications. As usual, we are happy to welcome papers on various aspects and types of educational
applications — from traditionally popular tasks around language learning to novel applications related to
teaching math and programming languages. This year, BEA continues being a 2-day workshop, with one
significant change: we have one hybrid day and one fully virtual day. This change did not only allow us to
accept more valuable work from our community, but also ensured better visibility for authors presenting
online.

This year, we have received a total of 132 submissions, and from these, we have accepted 19 papers
as talks and 44 as poster and demo presentations, for an overall acceptance rate of 48 percent. As in
previous years, we have put the main emphasis on the high quality of research when selecting the papers
to be accepted, but we also hope that we have managed to bring together a diverse program, with various
languages, subject domains, and educational applications covered.

In addition to the diverse oral, poster and demo presentations, this year, we are hosting a panel on
Transitioning from Academia to the EdTech Industry, with four distinguished speakers involved: Chri-
stine Bagarino (Social AI), Kai North (Cambium Assessment), Keelan Evanini (NBME), and Mariano
Felice (British Council). BEA 2026 will also incude, for the second time, a half-day tutorial on Theo-
ry of Mind and Application in Educational Context, organized by Effat Farhana (Auburn University),
Maha Zainab (Auburn University), Qiaosi Wang (Carnegie Mellon University), Niloofar Mireshghallah
(Carnegie Mellon University), Ramira van der Meulen (Leiden University), Max van Duijn (Leiden Uni-
versity). Last but not least, this year we have also hosted two shared tasks — on Vocabulary Difficulty
Prediction for English Learners by Mariano Felice (British Council) and Lucy Skidmore (British Coun-
cil), and on Rubric-based Short Answer Scoring for German by Sebastian Gombert (DIPF), Zhifan Sun
(DIPF), Fabian Zehner (DIPF), Jannik Lossjew (IPN), Tobias Wyrwich (IPN), Berrit Katharina Czinc-
zel (IPN), David Bednorz (IPN), Sascha Bernholt (IPN), Knut Neumann (IPN), Ute Harms (IPN), Aiso
Heinze (IPN), and Hendrik Drachsler (DIPF). Both tasks attracted a large number of participants, and
the program includes oral presentations on the shared tasks from the organizers as well as talks from the
tasks’ winners and extended poster sessions for shared tasks participants presenting their systems.

Finally, we would like to thank everyone who has been involved in organizing the BEA workshop
this year. We are particularly grateful to our sponsors who keep providing their support to BEA: this
year, our sponsors include Cambridge University Press & Assessment, Duolingo English Test, Squirrel
Ai Learning, CATALPA, and British Council.

BEA 2026 Organizing Committee
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Keynote Talk
Transitioning from Academia to the EdTech Industry

Christine Bagarino
Social Al

Bio: Christine Bagarino is the founder of Social Al, an Al native startup based in Tokyo, Japan, that
builds Al technology for positive social impact. A former educator, curriculum developer, and Silicon
Valley product manager, Christine developed Japan’s first LLM-powered English learning chatbot ap-
proved for K12 public education. In 2023, she traveled to rural Vietnam for an EdTech pilot funded by
the Asian Development Bank, which inspired her to make fun and quality English learning accessible to
children all over the world.
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Keynote Talk
Transitioning from Academia to the EdTech Industry

Kai North
Cambium Assessment

Bio: Dr. Kai North is a Senior Data Scientist at Cambium Assessment Inc. Kai earned his PhD in
Information Technology at George Mason University, Virginia. He specializes in machine learning and
natural language processing applied to educational and assessment technologies and has multiple top-tier
publications at venues such as ACL, COLING, and ACM computing surveys.
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Keynote Talk
Transitioning from Academia to the EdTech Industry

Keelan Evanini
NBME

Bio: Keelan Evanini has been a researcher in the field of natural language processing (NLP) for educa-
tional and conversational applications for more than 15 years. He is currently a Lead NLP Scientist at
the National Board of Medical Examiners, where he conducts research into using conversational Al for
interactive, scenario-based learning applications for medical students. Prior to joining NBME in 2025,
he served as SVP of engineering and Al at Kasisto, a New York-based startup company that provides
conversational Al solutions to financial institutions. From 2009-2020, he worked at Educational Testing
Service as a research scientist and research director, where he conducted research into automated scoring
of non-native spoken English for language proficiency assessment and spoken dialog systems for lan-
guage learning applications. Keelan received a PhD in linguistics from the University of Pennsylvania in
2009 and is a Senior Member of the IEEE. He has published over 90 peer-reviewed papers and has been
awarded 11 US patents.
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Keynote Talk
Transitioning from Academia to the EdTech Industry

Mariano Felice
British Council

Bio: Mariano leads the artificial intelligence (Al) strategy for language learning and assessment at the
British Council. His role involves researching the application of natural language processing (NLP) to
language assessment, providing strategic guidance for the development and adoption of Al solutions, and
promoting Al literacy and responsible use of new technologies.

With over a decade of experience, Mariano has worked on a wide range of topics, including grammatical
error correction, automatic error typing, system evaluation, automated cloze test generation and item
difficulty prediction. He has published numerous scientific papers in top-tier NLP conferences and is
a regular speaker at international conferences as well as a reviewer for workshops, journals and confe-
rences in his field. Mariano is also a visiting scholar at the University of Reading and the University of
Cambridge.
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Roman Yangarber

From Metrics to Meaning: Rule-Grounded LLM Explanations for Data Literacy
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Evaluating LLM-Generated Formative Feedback for Undergraduate Mathematics
Through the Lens of Feedback Theory
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Education
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Edit-level Majority Voting Mitigates Over-Correction in LLM-based Grammati-
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BoostedCats at BEA 2026 Shared Task 1: What Makes a Word Hard to Learn?
Modeling LI Influence on English Vocabulary Difficulty
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bernardo stearns, John P. McCrae, Thomas Gaillat and Jefkine Kafunah

Jinnie’s Lab at BEA 2026 Shared Task 1: Precalibration of Vocabulary Item
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Effects of Varying LLM Access on Essay Writing Behavior
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