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Preface

The 15th Nordic Conference of Computational Linguistics—better known as NODALIDA—was held

on May 20 and 21, 2005 at the University of Joensuu in Eastern Finland. Several related events

also took place in Joensuu during the days leading up to NODALIDA, most notably the final seminar

of the NorFA- (now NordForsk) funded Nordic language technology research program.

Over 120 participants registered for NODALIDA 2005 and every other also presented their work

at the conference which offered 31 papers and 29 posters on many different aspects of language

and speech technology, in addition to three invited lectures. For more information, please refer to

the conference web site which will remain available at http://ling.joensuu.fi/nodalida2005/.

This electronic proceedings volume contains 27 articles based on NODALIDA presentations.

I would like to express my sincere thanks to all conference participants as well as my special

gratitude to those who made it possible at all to have NODALIDA at Joensuu University, in par-

ticular Kimmo Koskenniemi and Jussi Niemi. I would also like to take the opportunity to thank

the members of our International Program Committee for their very valuable work and their kind

assistance. Thanks of course also go to the session chairs and to all local helpers. Finally, let me

acknowledge the financial support received from the Academy of Finland.

In the plenary session following Kimmo Koskenniemi’s talk on Past, present and future of lan-

guage technology in the Nordic area several interesting ideas for future Nordic and Baltic coop-

eration were discussed; a short summary can be found at the site of the Language Technology

Documentation Centre in Finland (FiLT). One of the decisions made was to accept the University

of Tartu’s offer to host the 16th NODALIDA in the spring of 2007.

Joensuu, April 13, 2006

Stefan Werner
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