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PREFACE

This is the fourth in the NLPXML series of workshops on natural language processing and XML.
The first two workshops (NLPXML-2001 in Tokyo and NLPXML-2002 in Taipei) were primarily
concerned with XML-based NLP tools and the use of XML in a wide range of NLP tasks. As XML
rapidly became fully accepted within the NLP community, the theme of the third workshop (NLPXML-
2003 in Budapest) shifted to the new challenges and opportunities of the Semantic Web. The present
workshop continues this theme by focussing on RDF/RDFS and OWL.

While “plain XML” has become the established standard for data representation, especially
for purposes of interchange and software interoperability, the use of RDF (Resource Definition
Framework), RDFS (RDF Schema) and OWL (Web Ontology Language) for NLP applications remains
relatively limited. However, the combination of XML, RDF/RDFS and OWL provides an overall
architecture for NLP resources of all kinds whose implications are still being worked out within the
NLP community.

NLPXML-2004 provides a forum for presentation and discussion of practical applications of
RDF, RDFS and OWL in NLP. The workshop is intended not only for those already using Semantic
Web technologies, but also members of the NLP community who seek a fuller understanding of the
motivations and implications of these standards for the field.

The workshop program is designed to move progressively from XML, via metadata and RDF, to
ontologies and OWL, and finally to their combined use for NLP applications. In this way, the workshop
aims to clarify the respective roles of XML, RDF/RDFS and OWL in language technology, in relation
to the growth of the Semantic Web.

We are delighted to welcome Max Froumentin of the W3C Multimodal Interaction working group
as an invited speaker. His talk on Extensible MultiModal Annotation (EMMA) markup language will
include reasons both for and against using RDF as part of EMMA.

We thank the members of the NLPXML-2004 program committee for their timely and informative
reviews. We would also like to thank the ACL-2004 Workshops Chair, Srinivas Bangalore, and all the
other organizers of ACL-2004 for their hard work and support.

Graham Wilcock
Nancy Ide
Laurent Romary
June 2004
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