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"Pragmal inguis t ics"  or the occupat ion  with prag-  
matic  aspects  of language can be impor tan t  where 
computa t iona l  linguists or artificial intelligence re- 
searchers  are concerned  with natural  language inter-  
faces to computers ,  with modelling dialogue behavior,  
or the like. What  speakers  intend with their u t teranc-  
es, how hearers react  to what  they hear, and what  they 
take the words to mean will all play a role of increas- 
ing impor tance  when natural  language sys tems have 
matured enough to cope readily with syntax and se- 
mantics. Asking a sensible question to a user or giving 
him a reasonable response often enough depends not 
only on the "pure"  meaning of some previous ut ter-  
ances but also on attitudes, expectat ions,  and inten- 
tions that the user may have. These are part ly con- 
veyed in the user 's  ut terances and have to be taken 
into account,  if a system is to do more than just give 
factual answers to factual requests.  

Thus someone  who wants  to const ruct  a natural  
language system might look at Mey ' s  book Pragmalin- 
guistics with some expectat ions as to what  he should 
consider or what  guidelines he should follow, or maybe  
just to find out what the current  state of the art in 
pragmatics is. However ,  he will find little of that in 
this book.  Pragmalinguistics is a collection of articles 
dealing with many  different t h ings - - some  of the arti- 
cles could instead of being called pragmatic or prag- 
malinguistic be labelled sociolinguistic. Most  authors 
that  have cont r ibuted  to this volume are located in 
Scandinavia, and thus maybe  it gives a good impres- 
sion of the concerns of Nor th  European  linguists. 

The article by Bang and Door  gives a critique of 
the linguistic theories of Lyons,  Habermas ,  Bernstein, 
and Ehlich and Rehbein f rom a Marxist  point of view. 
The article by Qvor t rup  criticizes Trans fo rmat iona l  
G r a m m a r - - a n d  in particular the Language Acquisition 
D e v i c e m a g a i n  f rom a Marxist  point of view and with 
a b rea th- tak ing  ignorance of what  T G  is all about .  
L indberg ' s  article on units of  speech is trivial and 
Utaker ' s  on semantics is outdated.  

Blakar  writes on language as a means  of social 
power. His paper  is anecdotal;  he draws conclusions 
without stating f rom what  premises; and he is on the 
whole not very explicit. Gregersen postulates in his 
article on the relat ionships be tween  social class and 
language usage that an economic analysis of "object ive  

class posit ions" has to precede sociolinguistic studies 
proper,  but fails to show how the results of such an 
analysis will influence sociolinguistics. 

Haeber l in  writes on class-specific vocabulary  as a 
communicat ion  problem. His ideas have been  pub-  
lished before  and in more  detail. But he at least  
makes  substantial  and concrete  claims, and he has a 
reasonable  f r amework  for his research,  even though he 
admits that the results he has obta ined in his statistical 
studies are only prel iminary in nature. He found, for  
instance,  that  member s  of the middle class have a 
higher ability to gather the meanings of new words in 
conversa t ions  than member s  of the lower class do. 
Jacobsen  writes on language and emotions  much f rom 
the point of view of a psychotherapis t .  The emphasis  
of his article is more  on explaining emotions  than on 
explaining the relationship be tween language and emo-  
tions. 

Olsen ' s  paper  is on psychopa tho logy ,  in terac t ion  
and pragmat ic  linguistics. Sondergaard ' s  topic is the 
neurolinguistic concept  of the ontogenesis  and disinte- 
gration of smooth  articulation. 

Andersen is concerned with the syntax of texts and 
the syntax of actions. He  has been  inf luenced by 
work  done at SRI In ternat ional ,  and his analysis of  
actions resembles  the SRI action graphs. It  may  be 
worthwhile to look at the differences in detail. Bjerg 
wites on public speech acts, and Gloy  s tates  some 
postulates for a theory  of linguistic manipulation.  

Schank 's  a r t i c l e - - t h e  only one in the book  that  
carries the term computational in its t i t l e - -g ives  a sum- 
mary  of Concep tua l  Dependency  Theory  because  he 
feels that is the (only?) prerequisite for computa t ional  
pragmatics.  

In his closing paper  on critical language theory Mey  
points out a number  of phenomena  having to do with 
the pragmatics  of natural  language that  should be dealt  
with by an integrated linguistic theory. 

Pragmalinguistics is a book  with an unfor tuna te  
history, which delayed its publicat ion for  a long time 
- - m a y b e  for too long. It is not very useful for some-  
one who expects  concre te  results appl icable to the 
construct ion of a natural  language system. But it may  
be of interest  anyway,  as it gives a different  (of ten 
Marxis t )  perspect ive  on linguistic p h e n o m e n a  that  
some may  not have considered to be linguistic phe-  
nomena  at all. 
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