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Preface

The Second International Workshop on Ancient Language Processing (ALP 2025), co-located with
the 2025 Annual Conference of the North American Chapter of the Association for Computational
Linguistics (NAACL 2025), was held on May 4, 2025, in Albuquerque, New Mexico, USA. This
workshop built on the success of its inaugural edition (ALP 2023 at Varna, Bulgaria) and the workshop
on Ancient Language Translation (ALT 2023 at Macao, China). ALP 2025 further consolidated the
global platform for scholars and practitioners exploring the intersection of natural language processing
(NLP) and ancient languages—a domain rich with historical, cultural, and linguistic significance.

Ancient languages, spanning from Sumerian cuneiform (c. 3,4000 BCE) to Classical Chinese and
Mayan glyphs, encapsulate humanity’s earliest intellectual and cultural achievements. The ALP 2025
workshop sought to advance the application of modern NLP techniques to these languages, addressing
challenges such as non-Latin scripts, transliteration variability, fragmented texts, and dialectal diversity.
By fostering interdisciplinary collaboration, the workshop aimed to accelerate progress in digitizing and
analyzing ancient linguistic resources, thereby unlocking new insights into human history and culture.

ALP 2025 received a diverse array of submissions covering the earliest phases of writing (proto-
cuneiform), to the first languages from Mesopotamia (Akkadian, Sumerian and Akkadian), Iran (Old
Persian), Egypt and Sudan (Egyptian, Demotic, and Meroitic), Anatolia (Hittite), the Mediterranean
(Hebrew, Linear B, Ancient Greek), Iran (Old Persian), India (Sanskrit), East Asia (Classical Chinese,
Old Tibetan, Old Japanese), and Mesoamerica (Mayan). Notable themes included: Resource
development and Innovations in corpus construction, in Unicode input methods, and linguistically linked
data for underrepresented scripts, and the application of Large Language Models (LLMs) in various
ancient languages.

The workshop hosted two shared tasks — EvaCun 2025 (cuneiform lemmatization and text restoration
analysis using LLMs) and EvaHan 2025 (classical Chinese named entity recognition) — designed to
benchmark progress on unique challenges.

The workshop received 43 submissions in total. After rigorous double-blind review, the program
committee accepted 33 papers: 10 long papers, 7 short papers, 2 overview papers of shared tasks, and
14 technical reports of shared tasks. Accepted works spanned methodologies from rule-based systems to
deep learning, with a growing emphasis on the application of LLMs.

The ALP series reflects a rapidly expanding research community, driven by increased digitization of
ancient texts and interdisciplinary interest from computational linguists, archaeologists, and philologists.
This year’s workshop features keynote addressed by Dr. Patrick J. Burns (NYU, ISAW, US), a pioneer in
digital philology and developer of the classical language toolkits, and Dr. Donald Sturgeon (Durham
University, UK), founder of the Classical Chinese Text Project. Their contributions exemplify the
synergy between traditional scholarship and cutting-edge NLP.

We extend our gratitude to the ALP 2025 Program Committee for their meticulous reviews, the NAACL
2025 organizers for logistical support, and the student committee members and volunteers whose
dedication ensured a seamless process. Special thanks to the shared task coordinators of EvaCun2 025
and EvaHan 2025 for designing evaluations that push the boundaries of ancient NLP.

The workshop ALP 2025 afforded the opportunity for We invited all participants to engage in dynamic
discussions, share novel ideas, and contribute to a future where ancient languages are not merely
preserved but actively integrated into the global ancient language processing and culture computation
landscape.
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