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Message from the Organizing Committee

The first Workshop on Natural Language Generation, Evaluation, and Metrics (GEM) was held on
August 6, colocated with ACL 2021. The GEM workshop is endorsed by SIGGEN. The organization of
GEM was started following discussions during Bird-of-a-Feather sessions at ACL 2020 in which a large
share of the attending generation researchers agreed that we need a community-driven project focused
on combining advancements in data, models, and (automatic and human) evaluation to measure progress
in natural language generation (NLG).

The focus of the GEM workshop was in the shared task for the associated benchmark which was created
by the entire program committee. In addition to making an in-depth evaluation of generation models
possible, GEM also aims to make generation research more inclusive of additional languages by being
designed to be extended with newly created datasets and by prioritizing inclusion of datasets that target
languages beyond English. Preliminary results of the shared task were announced at the workshop.

In addition to four reports of shared task participants, we also received 14 research papers of which 11
were accepted for presentation at the workshop. We further invited the authors of 12 Findings of the
ACL papers to present, leading to a total of 27 presentations.

Asli Celikyilmaz gave an invited keynote and participated in one of the two panel discussions on
responsible progress in NLG. The other panelists were Anya Belz, Hady Elsahar, Seraphina Goldfarb-
Tarrant, He He, Mike Lewis, Lisa Li, Wang Lu, and Ehud Reiter.

We would like to thank the members of the Program Committee for their timely reviews. We also would
like to thank the participants of the shared task and all volunteers who helped with the evaluations.

Antoine Bosselut, Esin Durmus, Varun Prashant Gangal, Sebastian Gehrmann, Yacine Jernite, Laura
Perez-Beltrachini, Samira Shaikh, and Wei Xu

Organizers
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