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Preface

Welcome to The Third Workshop on Arabic Corpus Linguistics (WACL-3) held 
at CL 2019 in Cardiff, UK.

Over recent years, research into the Arabic language using corpora and corpus 
methods has moved from a small scale activity with isolated pockets of activity 
to a much larger very active field, with work advancing rapidly on many differ-
ent fronts in both corpus and computational linguistics. Previously, we organ-
ised the 2011 and 2013 Workshops on Arabic Corpus Linguistics WACL-1 and 
WACL-2, with the second edition being held in conjunction with 2013 Corpus 
Linguistics Conference at Lancaster University. We now continue working on 
creating a venue where different activities in corpus research into Arabic can be 
brought together to explore progress in the field by continuing the WACL series 
through organising the 3rd Workshop on Arabic Corpus Linguistics (WACL-3) 
at the CL2019 conference at Cardiff University.
The scope of the workshop encompasses both (a) the design, construction and 
annotation of Arabic corpora, and (b) the use of corpora in research on the 
Arabic language – in areas including lexis and lexicography, syntax, colloca-
tion, stylistics, and discourse analysis, and Natural Language Processing (NLP) 
systems and analysis tools. The workshop will pay special attention to non-
standard Arabic varieties, Arabic dialects as well as Modern Standard Arabic 
(MSA).
We received 19 main workshop submissions, out of which 11 were accepted, 
6 were rejected, and 2 were withdrawn. All main workshop submissions were 
reviewed by at least three reviewers with acceptance rate of 65%.

We would like to acknowledge all the hard work of the submitting authors and 
thank the reviewers for the valuable feedback they provided. We hope these 
proceedings will serve as a valuable reference for researchers and practitioners 
in the field of Arabic Corpus Linguistics.

Mahmoud El-Haj, General Chair, on behalf of the organising Committee of the 
WACL-3 workshop.
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