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Introduction

The workshop on NLG for Human–Robot Interaction (NLG-HRI) was held in Tilburg, The Netherlands
as part of the 11th International Conference on Natural Language Generation (INLG 2018).

The aim of the workshop was to bring the two research communities Natural Language Generation
(NLG) and Human–Robot Interaction (HRI) together in order to enable an interdisciplinary dialogue
between researchers of these fields.

The workshop invited short position papers from researchers working on human–robot interaction and/or
natural language generation. The workshop received eight submissions, all of which were reviewed by
two or three members of the program committee. Five of papers were chosen for long oral presentations
(15 minutes), and three for short oral presentations (7 minutes). This proceedings volume contains the
six papers whose authors agreed to have their position papers published.

The workshop began with a short tutorial-style introductions to the fields involved. This was followed
by presentations of the position papers. In the afternoon, two break-out groups were formed for in-depth
discussion of (i) interactive multimodal generation, and (ii) shared tasks, challenges, and tools. Finally,
future actions on the topics of the workshop as well as ways to continue the conversation were discussed.

Thirty-two participants registered for the workshop, most of them working on natural language
generation, some on natural language generation for human–robot interaction (or interactive systems
more generally) and a few on human–robot interaction. Attendees engaged in lively discussions around
the presented papers and the topics of the break-out groups, making the workshop a success.

We would, once again, like to thank the authors, the program committee members, and the workshop
attendees.

Mary Ellen Foster
Hendrik Buschmeier
Dimitra Gkatzia
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