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Preface

Rhetorical Structure Theory explains text coherence through relations held between parts of text, both in
macro and microstructure (Mann and Thompson, 1988). RST is both a theory of discourse and a useful
tool in various applications. In Linguistics, and as a theory of discourse, RST is a framework for the anal-
ysis of texts. It accounts for text coherence by postulating relations among units of discourse, which join
together in a recursive fashion. It has provided important insights into text coherence, clause combining
and discourse organization in language, across multiple languages. In Computational Linguistics, RST
has proven useful in applications such as sentiment analysis and machine translation. A detailed descrip-
tion, including multiple references, is available from the RST web site: http://www.sfu.ca/rst/.

The 2017 Workshop on “RST and Related Formalisms” follows a series of events organized bian-
nually first in Brazil (2007, 2009, 2011, 2013) as part of Brazilian NLP conferences, and then in
Spain in 2015, as part of the Spanish NLP conference (https://sites.google.com/site/
workshoprst2015/). The workshops have brought together the international community of re-
searchers working in RST.

The 2017 Workshop was envisioned as a broader event, drawing program committee members and
participants not only from RST, but from the wider field of discourse parsing and coherence relations, in
RST and in related theories and approximations (SDRT, PDTB, CCR). We received 11 submissions, and
each one was reviewed by two members of the Program Committee, according to the following criteria:
originality; adequate theoretical support and methodology; quality of the analysis; clarity of presentation
and relevant references. Of the 11 submissions, 10 were accepted. We also expanded the program with a
demo session.

We would like to thank the members of the Program Committee for their commitment to the work-
shop. We look forward to another instance of the workshop in the future, and to much more excellent
RST-based research.
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Mikel Iruskieta University of the Basque Country, Spain

Program Committee:

Stergos Afantenos IRIT - Université Paul Sabatier, France
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