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Events, one of the most basic ontological constructs of human perception, pose fascinating challenges for
natural language processing (NLP). A small but growing number of researchers are investigating various
facets of that problem.

This volume contains the proceedings of the First Workshop on Events and Stories in the News. This
workshop is the result of the combination of the EVENTS workshops (held four times in conjunction
with NAACL 2013—2016) and the Computing News Storylines workshops (held twice, in conjunction
with ACL 2015 and EMNLP 2016). As researchers continue investigating event detection, event identity
and coreference, and causal, topical, temporal, and spatial relations between events, we as organisers saw
a strong connection between the two workshop series and decided to join forces in this new workshop.

We received 20 submissions to this workshop, from which 13 were accepted for presentation. The
accepted submissions display the links between events and stories, as well as show the breadth of the
field; ranging from domains such as digital humanities and security to creating ontologies and corpora
for events and storylines all the way to approaches and experiments to extract this information from text.

In addition to regular presentations and a poster session, the workshop will also contain a keynote by
James F. Allen (University of Rochester) and a hands-on annotation session. Through the annotation
task, we will work towards common definitions for core concepts such as events and storylines and add
to common resources for annotating and evaluating events and storylines in an NLP setting.

We thank the members of the Program Committee for their timely reviews and the authors for their
contributions. We are also grateful to NewsEdge Inc. for sponsoring travel grants to PhD students to
attend the workshop.
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